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ADVERTISEMENT. + 


2 HE enſuing Diſcourſe was, firſt, preached at St. 

Matthew, Bethnal Green, April 22. Some Perſons, 
then preſent, to whoſe Judgment and Requeſt I pay the 
bigbeſt Deference, deſired me to retrieve as much of it as 1 
could, the Sunday following, at St. Ann's ; with a View 
to its being taken in Short- Hand, and publiſhed. 


The Loſs of my neareſt Relative, ſoon after this Sermon 
was preach'd; and the many Avocations, occaſion'd by that 
lamented and unexpefed Event; account, but too well, for 
the Delay, with which the Publication has been attended. 
Having, however, tranſcribed it, at laſt, from the Notes of 
the Perſon who penn'd it at the Time of its Delivery; I 
now tranſmit it to the Preſs, moſt affectionately and reſpett- 
Fully inſcrib'd to my Dear London Friends; whoſe Favors, 
equally great, numerous, and unmerited, I have no other 
public Way of acknowledging. 


Lonpon, 
July 3, 1770. 


1 TIMOTHY, i. 10. 


w——And if there be any other Thing that is 
contrary to ſound Doctrine. 


T. Paul is commonly, and moſt probably, 
8 ſuppoſed to have written this Epiſtle about 
A. D. 65. that is, about wo Years before 
his own Martyrdom, and about zhirty-one after 
our Loxp's Aſcenfion—He, adreſſed it to Ti- 
mothy : who, though a very x young Man, had 
been ſome Time in the Miniſtry, and was then 
entruſted with the Overſight of the Church at 
Epheſus. In the Eſtimation of unprejudiced Rea - 
ſon, Honourable Age is not that which flandeth in 
Length of Time, nor that is meaſured by number of 
Tears: but Wiſdom is the Grey Hair ,unto Mey, and 
an unſpotted Life is old Age Þ. | | 

But Timothy, though young, was far from ro- 
buſt, He was only frong in the Grace that is in 
Chrift Feſus. His regenerate, heaven-born Soul 
dwelt in a ſickly, infirm Body. Whence we read 
of his W DNV ache, 1 Tim. v. 2 3» Or frequent In- 
diſpoſitions : ariſing, perhaps, originally, from a 
natural Delicacy of Conſtitution ; and, Certain» 
ly, increaſed by a _w_ Abſtemiouſneſs, and con- 


* 1 Tits. iy, 12. 1 fi. iv. 8, 9. 
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ſtant Courfe of miniſterial Labours.—Thus our 
heavenly Father, graciouſly ſevere, and wiſely 
kind, takes Care to infuſe ſome ſalutary Bitter 
into his Children's Cup below: ſince, were they, 
Here, to taſte of Happineſs, abſolute and unmin- 
gled ; were not the Gales of Proſperity whether 
ſpiritual or temporal, counterpoiſed, more or leſs 
by the needful Ballaſt of Affſiction; His People 
(always imperfect here) would be enrich'd to 
their Loſs, and liable to be overſet, in their 
Way to the Kingdom of Gop. Wherefore, con- 
Fummate Felicity, without any mixture of Worm- 
wood, is reſerved for our Enjoyment, in a State, 
where perfect Sanfiification will qualify us to poſſeſs 
it. In Heaven, and there only, the Inhabitant fhall 
20 more ſay, in any Senſe whatever, I am fick &. 

St. Paul, in the Opening of his Apoſtolic Di- 
rections to Timothy, adopts the ſame ſimple, ma- 
jeſtic, and Evangelical Exordium, with which the 
reſt of his Epiſtles uſually begin. Paul an A. 
Poſtie of Feſus Chrift; ordain'd and ſent forth by 
the Head of the Church, the ſupreme Maſter of 
the ſpiritual Vineyard: without whoſe internal, 
authoritative Commiſhon, none have a real Right 
to miniſter in ſacred Things, or to thruſt- the 
Sickle into God's Harveſt. For, How can Men 
preach to Purpoſe, ſo as to be Inſtruments of Con- 
viction, Comfort and Sanctification, except they 
be fent + of Gov, and owned of Him ? whence 


* Dai, xxxiii. 24 + Rom. x. 15. 
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* Apoſtle adds, By the Commandment * of - God 
our Saviour, and the Lord -Feſus Chrift, . who is our 
Hope. As an Engliſo Nobleman, who travels to 
ſome foreign Court, cannot reaſonably expect to 
be received as the Repreſentative of his Sove- 
reign here, unleſs charged with an actual Dele- 
gation, and able to produce the Credentials of his 
Miſſion; no more is any Individual authorized to 
arrogate to himſelf the Honor of a Divine Embaſ- 
ſage, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron . 
A ſufficient Degree of Goſpel Light and Know- 
ledge ; an ardent Love of Souls, and a difintereſted 
Concern for Truth; a competent Meaſure of mi- 
niſterial Gifts and Abilities; and, above all, a 
Portion of Divine Grace and Experience; a ſaving 
Change of Heart, and a Life devoted to the Glory 
of Gop; are effential Prerequifites to an Evan- 
gelical Diſcharge of the ſacred Function. 


The 1ft Verſe may be read thus: Paul an A? / 


tle of Jxsus CHRIST, according to the expreſs, or 

authoritative Defignation of Jesus ChRIS our Gon, 
SAVIOR, and Lox D. So the Paſſage may be 
rendered; and ſo, perhaps, it ought to be under- 
ſtood, in its natural and moſt obvious Conſtruc» 
tion, Now, even ſuppoſing that the Apoſtle had 
not the Divinity of Cazisr immediately in View, 
at the Time of his writing theſe Words; yet, you 
muſt either give up his Inſpiration, 1 or believe 
that CunisT is, with the Father and the Spirit, 


* Kar" ag, according to the poſitive InjunZion, or expre/; 
Defignation. Hab. v. 4. 1 ker iam Ow Trage: 
TH, as Keie, Ine XU. ä 
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Gor over ail, bleſſed for ever: fince, on a Subject 
of ſuch unſpeakable Conſequence, it would have 
argued a degree of negligence, little ſhort of cri- 
minal, had the Apoſtle expreſs'd himſelf in Terms 
palpably liable to Miſapprebenfion, I therefore 
conclude, that, both as a Scholar, and as a Chriſ- 
tian; as Gamaliels Pupil, and as an inſpir'd Apoſ- 
tle; our ſacred Penman would have deliver'd him- 
ſelf in a far more guarded Style, had not the Son 
of Gop been indeed Gop the Son. Either I- 
sus is the Gop, Savior and Lord of his People; 
or St. Paul was guilty of ſuch inexcuſable Inac- 
curacy, as every Writer, of common Senſe and 
common Honeſty, would be ſure to' avoid. 
He goes on to ſtyle the bleſſed Jzsvs, our Hope. 
Aſk almoſt any Man,“ Whether he hopes to be 
« ſaved eternally ?” He'll anſwer in the Affirmative. 
But enquire again, On what Foundation he reſts 
« his Hope?“ Here, too many are ſadly divided. 
The Pelagian hopes to get to Heaven by a moral 
Life, and a good Uſe of his natural Powers. The 
Arminian, by a Jumble of Grace and Free-will, 
human Works and the Merits of Cyrisr. The 
Deift, by an intereſted Obſervance of the ſocial 
Virtues. Thus Merit-mongers, of every Deno- 
mination, agree in making any Thing the Baſis of 
their Hope, rather than that Foundation, which 
Gov's own Hand hath laid in Zion. But what faith 
Scripture ! It avers, again and again, that Jzsvs 
alone 7s our Hope: to the Exclufion of all others. 
and to the utter Anzhulation of human Deſervings. 


Beware, 


E 

Beware, therefore, of reſting your Dependence, 
partly, on Chnrsr, and, partly, on ſome other 
Baſis. As ſurely as you bottom your Reliance 
partly on the Rock, and partly on the Sand; fo 
certainly, unleſs Gop give you an immediate Re- 
pentance to your Acknowledgment of the Truth, 
will your ſuppoſed Houſe of Defence fall and bury 
you in its Ruins, no leſs than if you had raiſed it 
on the Sand alone. CHRIST is the Hope of Glory *. 
Faith in his Righteouſneſs, received and em- 
braced as our ſole juſtifying Obedience before 
Gop ; and the Love of Chriſt (an inſeparable 
Effect of that Faith) operating on our Hearts, 
and ſhining in our Lives; are the moſt ſolid 
Evidences, we can have below, of our Accep- 
tance with the Father, and of our being ſaved in 
Jzsvs with an everlaſting Salvation, 

Unto Timothy, my own Son in the Faith ; Grace, 
Mercy, and Peace, from Gop our Father, and from 
the Lord JFsvs CHrIstT. Some have thought, 
that Timothy was not converted under the Miniſtry 
of St. Paul: and they ground their Conjecture on 
Acts xvi. 1, 2. where Timothy is mention'd as a 
Diſciple, and a Perſon well reported of by the 
Chriſtians at Derbe and Lyſtra, previous to St. 
Pauls Viſitation of thoſe Places. That Timothy 
was a nominal Profeſſor of Religion, and a Youth 
of circumſpect Behavior, are evident from that 


Paſſage : which external Form of Godlineſs was, 
probably, the Effect of the religious + Education 


_ * Colofiass i. 27. + 2 Timothy tlie 18. 


he 


( 8] 
he had the Happineſs to receive from his earlieſt 
Childhood. But, from St. Paul's Compellation 
of him as his own Son in the Faith; it may, 1 
think, be reaſonably inferred, that the young 
Diſciple was led from the outer Court of mere 
external Profeſhon, into the Sanctuary of hea- 
venly and fpiritual Experience, either by the 
private Labors, or under the public Miniſtry, of 
this Apoſtle. And none but thoſe Miniſters, 
whoſe Endeavors have been bleſt to the Conver- 
ſion of Souls; and thoſe Perſons, who have been 
born of Gop, by their Inſtrumentality; can form 
any Idea of that ſpiritual Relation and unſpeak- 
ably tender Attachment, which ſubſiſt between 
ſpiritual Fathers and he Children of Grace whom. 
Gop hath given them. 

Timothy had been a true Believer, ſome conſider- 
able Time before St. Paul wrote this Epiſtle, 
Conſequently, by the Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 
which, he pray'd, might be the Portion of his 
beloved Converts ; we are to underſtand, not the 
firſt Vouchſafement, but a large Increaſe, of thoſe 
ſpiritual Bleſſings and Comforts : that he might 
have repeated Diſcoveries, and continued Manifeſta- 
tions, of the Father's electing Grace; of Curisr's 
Redeeming Mercy; and experience that ſweet 
Peace and Joy in believing, which are Fruits of 
the Holy Spirit's Influence, and flow from Fel- 
lowſhip with Him. Privileges, theſe, which un+ 
awakened Men will always ridicule; but to which, 
every real Chriſtian will ardently * 
Time 
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Time would fail me, ſhould I attempt to-cons 
fider all the intervenient Verſes. I find: myſelf at 
a Loſs, not what to fay, but what to leave unſaid. 
However, I ſhall obſerve, as briefly as I can, that 
one grand Reaſon of St. PayPs writing this Epiſtle, 
was, to put Timothy on his Guard againſt the Dif 
ſemination of corrupt Doctrines, and the infidis 
ous Arts of corrupt Teachers, with which the 
Church of Epheſus, where Timotby was now. ftas 
tion'd, ſeems .to have been particularly infeſted; 
Unregenerate Miniſters are much the ſame, in all 
Apes, and in every Country: An unconverted 
Preacher in Exyland, and an unconverted Preacher 
in 1aly; ſo far as Matters merely ſpiritual are con- 
cern'd, ſtand nearly on a Level. Theſe, all, are, 
what the Epbeſan Schiſmatics were defirous to 
be, Teachers of the Law, or legal Teachers; And 
all unconverted People, whether- their Denomi- 
nation be Proteſlant or Popiſh, defire to be Hearers 
of the Law, and are diſpleaſed when they hear 
any Thing elſe. We are, naturally, fond of that 
very Law, which, unleſs the Righteouſneſs of 
Cunisr is ours, is the Miniſration "of Death; 
pronounces us aceurſed, and binds us over to ever- 
laſting Ruin. The pernicious Error, againſt which 
Timothy was directed to guard his Flock, was, a 
Dependence on the Law, and the Wokks of it, for 
Salvation. And the Reaſon, why this deſtructive 
Tenet was taught and enforc'd by ſome Preachers 
of that Day, and has been taught by their Succeſ- 
ſors ever _ is aſſign'd by the Apoſtle ; who ob- 
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ſerves, that thoſe blind Guides under flood neither 
what they ſaid, nor thereof they affirmed : For, 
if they ap underſtood any Thing of God's in- 
violable Holineſs ; of the Law's inflexible Recti- 
tude, Extent, and Spirituality; of Man's total 
Inability to fulfil it perfectly (and without per- 
fect Obedience the Law cannot juſtify); they 
would, at once, have ceaſed to be Teachers of 
the Law, and ſimply pointed Sinners to that Sa- 
vior alone, who is the End of the Law for — 
zeouſueſs to every one that believeth*, 

' Faſhionable as the Doctrine of legal, candith 
onal Juſtification is, we may ſay, to every Indi- 
vidual that 'embraces it, There is one that con- 
demns you, even Moſes, in whom you truſt , and 
that very Law on which you reſt: for it's Lan- 
guage is, He that breaketh me only in ONE Point, 
ig guilty of, ALL 3 : And, Curſed is every Man that 
contiuueth not in ALL Things that are written in 
the Book of the Law to do them\.. Shew me the 
Man who has never offended in ove Point: whe 
hath continued in ai Things preſcrib'd by , Jz« 
novan's perfect Law; who loves the Loxp with 
all his Heart, and his Fellow-creatures as hims 


;: ſhew me the Man, who, from the firſt to 


the laſt Moment of his Life, comes up to this 
Standard : And THEN you'tl ſhew me a Man 
* can be juſtify d by Works of his own. 


$ 


8 Romans x 4. + Jobu v. 45. l $ Gola 
tians iii, 10. 3 Bur: 
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- But, if no ſuch Perſon could ever be found; 
Jesus Cuxisr the Righteous ſingly excepted ; 
St. Paul's Concluſion ſtands unſhaken, that they, 
who teach or hold Juſtification by any other 
Obedience than that of Cagisr, neither know 
what they ſay, nor whereof they affirm. | 
Vet, notwithſtanding we neither are nor can be 
juſtify'd by the Law; ſtill, the Ces of the Law 
are numerous and important: whence the Apoſtle 
takes Care to add, that The Law 4s good, or 
anſwers ſeveral valuable Purpoſes, if a Man uſe it 
le fully. Nothing can be more evident, than 
that, by the Law, in this Place, is meant the 
Moral Law. The Ceremonial could not poſſibly 
be intended ; becauſe it is not now. to be adher'd 
to, and is no longer in Force: Whereas the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of a Law which is, to this very Day, un. 
repeal'd, and of ſtanding Uſe.: The Law IS good, if 
« Man USE it lawfully. Of this Law, there is 
a two-fold Uſe : Or, rather, an Uſe and an Abuſe. 
The Uſe of the Law is, among other Things, 
firſt, to convince us of our utter Sinfulneſs; and 
then, ſecondly, to lead us to Cnkisr, as the 


great and only Fullfiller of all Righteouſneſs,  _ * * 


Now, the Law does not anſwer theſe important 


Ends, direfily, and of itſelf; but in a Subſervi- . 


ency to the Holy Spirit's Influence ; when 
- + 08 | that 


»«g gracious Sight of our Vileneſs,” ſays one of the ableſt 
and moſt uſeful Writers of the laſt Century, « j is the Work 
* of Cun1sT only, by His Spirit. The Law is, indeed, a 
** Looking-glaſs; able to 2 the Filthineſs of a Perſons 

* 66 But 


[ 22 
that adorable Perſon is pleas'd to make the Law 
g inſtrumental to the Converſion of a Sinner. In 
which. Caſe, having ſhaken us out of our Self. 
righteouſneſs, and reduc'd us to an happy Neceſ- 
fity of clofing with the Righteouſneſs of Curr; 
. the Law has ſtill another and a farther Uſe, no 
f leſs momentous: For, thirdly, It, from that Mo- 
ment forward, ſtands as the great Rule of our 
practical Walk and Converſation : Seeing a true 
| Believer is not without Law, (avojuos, a lawleſs 
. Perſon) towards Gop; but is ewopec, within the 
; Bond of the Law to Curisr®* : Not exempted 
from its Controul, as the Standard of moral 
Action; though deliver'd from its Power and 
1 Execration, as a Covenant of Works. 
Theſe are the three grand, lawful Uſes of 
the Law, On the other Hand, if any of us are 
fo deplorably loſt to all Senſe of Chriſtian Duty 
and Goſpel Privilege, as to ſuppoſe, that, by our 
own partial Conformity to the Law, how fincere 
ſoever it be, we can work out, and work up, 2 
Righteouſneſs for ourſelves, wherein to ſtand be- 
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% But the Law gives not Eyes, to ſee that Filthineſs. Bring a 

% Looking-glaſs; and ſet it before a blind Man: he ſees no 

* more Spots in his Face, than if he bad none at all. Though 
g the Glaſs be a good Glaſs, till the Glaſs cannot give Eyes: 
6 „Vet, if be had Eyes, he would, in the Glaſs, ſee his 
% Blemiſhes, The Apoſtle James compares the Law to 
<«< & Looking-glaſs; and a Faculty to repreſent, is all the Law 
s poſſeſſeth: But it doth not impart a Faculty to ſee what it 
* repreſents. It is CnAIs r alone, who opens the Eyes of 
by Men to behold their own Vileneſs and Guilt. He . 
* W Eyes, and then, in the Law, a Man ſees what he is.” 

* 1 Corinthians 1 ix. 21, 
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fore the Tribunal of God, and for which to obtain 
any Favour at his Hand; we uſe the Law un- 
lawfully: We ſadly miſtake the very End for 
which the Law was promulgated, which was, 
that under the Efticacy of Grace, and the Teach- 
ings of the Bleſſed Spirit; it might bring us to 
a Knowledge of our * Guilt, and a Senſe of our 
+ Danger; convince us of our 1 Helpleſsneſs, and, 
as a Sehoolmaſter, bring ns to CR IST, that wwe may 
be juflifad by Faith, and NOT by the Works of 
the Law: For, by the Works of the Law, as per- 
form'd by us, /hall no Fleſh be juſtified 9. 

That grand Error of the Heart (for 'tis an 
Heart-error, as well as an Head error; deeply 
rooted in our corrupt Nature, as well as perni- 
ciouſly pleaſing to unaſſiſted Reaſon), which 
miſrepreſents Juſtification as at all ſuſpended on 
Cauſes or Conditions of human Performance; 
will, and muſt, if finally perſiſted in, tranſmit 
the Unbeliever, who has Opportunities of bet- 
ter Information, to that Place of Torment, zobere 
the Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched. 

The Apoſtle goes on: Knowing that the Law is 
not made for a Righteous Man, but for the Diſobe- 
dient, Kc. The Phraſe, à Righteous Man, means, 
in its ſtrictly Evangelical Senſe, one that is in 
Cuxisr; or, who is righteous before Gop in the 
Kightroulbeſs of His Son, apprehended by Faith. 


® Romans iii. 20. M Deuteronomy xxxiii. 2 Hebrews il, 
8, 19, 20, 21. f Pſalm cxix» 96. Romans vii. 3. 
f Galatians i ni. 24+ "hd ü. 16. 

3 Now, 
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Now, the Law, i. e. the Damnatory Sentence of it, 
was not deſigned for ſuch a Perſon. Meal Be- 
lievers have, ſometimes, a good deal to do with 
the Law, and are apt to hover about Mount Sinai: 
but the Law has nothing to do with them: any more 
than a Creditor, who has received ample Payment 
from the Hand of a Surety, can have any remain» 
ing Claim on the original Debtor. The Law took, 
as it were, our Heavenly Bondſman by the Throat, 
ſaying, Pay me that thou oweſl, And Jesvs' ac- 
knowledg'd the Demand. He paid the double 
Debt of Obedience and | Suffering, to the utmoſt 
Farthing. So that, as ſome render the Words 
under Confideration, the Law lyeth not againſt a 
righteous Man * : its Claims are ſatisfied: its Sen- 
tence is ſuperſeded; its condemning Power is 
aboliſhed. And whoever have been enableed. to 
fly for Refuge to the Righteouſneſs of Carisr, 
and to lay hold on the Hope ſet before them 
may depend on this, as a moſt certain Truth, that 
Cur1sT hath redeemed them from the Curſe of the 
Law, having been, himſelf, made a Curſe for them +4, 
Such are not under the Law, whether as a Covenant 
of Works, to be ſaved by; or as a Denunciation 
of Wrath, to be condemn'd by ; but they are under 
Grace 7: under that ſweet Diſpenſation of ever- 
laſting Love, which, when made known to the be- 
lieving Soul, at once enſures the Practice of uni- 
verſal Godlineſs, and refers the entite Praiſe of 
Salvation to the unmerited Grace of Father, Son 


Anale roneg 8 Ta. f Gal. lil. 13. ; Kom. vi. 14. 8 
8 and 
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and Spirit. I ſaid, that the Diſpenſation of Grace 
enſures the Practice of univerſal Godlineſs : for, con- 
ſidered as a Rule of moral Conduct, the Law 
moſt certain IS deſign'd for Believers. And, 
indeed, only . Believers can yield real, acceptable 
Obedience to the Law: for, . Without Faith, it 
is impoſſible to pleaſe God *: and Whatever pro- 
cedeth not from Faith, is Sin . Therefore, if 
Gop hath not wrought living Faith in your 
Heart, you have never perform'd one truly good 
Work in your whole Life. 

St. Paul next proceeds to draw a Catalogue of 
Sins, againſt which the Penunciations of the Law 
are moſt eminently levell'd : cloſing the Liſt with 
the Words firſt read, And if there be any other 
Thing that is contrary to ſound Doftrine. A plain 
Intimitation, that Error, in Principles funda- 
mental, has a very unfavourable Influence on 
Practicals: and that, in Proportion as the Doc- 
trines of Gop are diſbeliey'd, the Commandments 
of Gop will be diſobey'd. Doctrinals, there- 
fore, are not of that ſmall Significance, which the 
Injudicious and the Heterodox affect to give out. 
For, though Matters of Doctrine are, by ſome, 
conſidered merely as the Shell' of Religion, and 
Experience only as the Kernel; yet let it be remem- 
bered, that there is no coming at the Kernel, 
but through the Shell: and, while the Kernel 
gives Value to the Shell: the Shell is the Guardian 
of the Kernel, Deſtroy That, and you injure This. 


2 Heb, xi. G.. ; 7 Rom, xiv, 23s | 
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The Apoſtle, in the Words before us, ſtamps 
the Evangelical Doctrines with the Seal of Dig- 
nity, Uſefulneſs, and Importance: as is evident 
from the Epithet he makes uſe of. He calls the 
Syſtem of Goſpel - Truths, Sound Doftrinez 
uyiauvzen Idan, ſalutary, health-giving Doctrine; 
not only right and ſound in itſelf, but conducing 
to the ſpiritual Strength and Health of thoſe thar 
xeeeive it: Doctrinc, that operates like ſome 
efficacious Reſtorative on an exhauſted Conſtitu- 
tion; that renders the fin-fick Souls of Men 
Healthy, vigorous and thriving : that cauſes them, 
through the Bleſſing of Divine Grace, to grow 
as the Lilly, and to caſt forth the Root as Lebanon, 
to revive as the Corn, and Io flouriſh as the Vine, 
to diffuſe their Branches, and rival the Olive-Tree*, 
both in Beauty and Fruitfulneſs. | 

On the other Hand, unſound Doctrine has tha 
very oppoſite Effects. It impoveriſhes our Views 
of Gop; withers our Hopes; makes our Faith 
languid; blaſts our ſpiritual Enjoyments; and 
lays the Ax to the very Root of Chriſtian Obe- 
dience. We may ſay of it, as the Jewiſb Students 
faid, on another Occaſion, there is Death in the 
Pot. If you eat it, you are poiſon'd. With the 
utmoſt Attention, therefore, ſhould we attend 
to the Apoſtle's Caveat, and avoid every my 
that is contrary to. ſound Doſtrine. | 

Many ſuch Things there are. I have not Time 
even to recite, much leſs to expatiate on them 
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all. I ſhall, therefore, only endeavour, as Gop 
may enable me, to point out a few very com- 
mon, but very capital Errors, which are totally 
inconſiſtent with ſound Doctrine. 

Previous to my Entrance on this Part of the 
Subject, I would premiſe Two Particulars : | 

1. That what I am going to obſerve, does not 
procede from the leaſt Degree of Bitterneſs againſt 
the Perſons of Any, from whom I differ ; and, 

2. That I am infinitely remote even from the 
ſlighteſt Wiſh of erecting myſelf into a Difator 
to others. 

The Rights of Conſcience are e inviolably facred 3 
and Liberty of private Judgment is every Man's 
Birth-right, If, however, Any, like Eſau, have 
fold their Birth-right for a Meſs of Pottage, by 
ſubſcribing to Articles they don't believe, merely 
for the ſake of temporal Profit or Aggrandiſement - 
they have only themſelves to thank, for the little 
Ceremony they are entitled to. With Regard to 


myſelf, as one whom Gop has been pleaſed to put 


into the Miniſtry ; above all, into the Miniſtry of 
the beſt and pureſt viſible Church in the whole 
World; I ſhould be a Traytor to Gop, to CHRIST, 
to the Scriptures, and to Truth—unfaithful to 
Souls, and to my own Conſcience,—if I did not, 
without Fear or Favor, declare the entire Counſel 
of Gop, ſo far as I apprehend myſelf led into the 
Knowledge of it. Inconfiderable as I am, many of 
you are, no Doubt, acquainted with the Variety 
of Reports that have been ſpread (eſpecially fince 
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this Time of my being in Town) concerning Me, 
and the Doctrines by which I hold it my indi- 
penſable Duty to abide. I deem myſelf, there- 
fore, happy, in having one more Opportunity to 
teſtify the little that I know, concerning that 
Myſlery of the Goſpel, which God ordain'd, before 
the World for our Glory. And I defire, in the 
moſt public Manner, to thank the Great Author 
of all Conſolation, for a very particular Inſtance 
of his Favor, and which I look upon as one of the. 
moſt felicitating, Circumſtances of my whole Life ; 
I mean, my early Acquaintance with the Doctrines 
of Grace, Many great and good Men, who were 
converted late in Life, have had the whoke Web 
of their preceding Miniſtry to unravel, and been 
under a Neceſſity of reverſing all they had been 
delivering for Years before. But it is not the 
ſmalleſt of my diſtinguiſhing Mercies, that, from 
the very Commincement of my unworthy Mi- 
niſtrations, I have not had a ſingle Doctrine to 
retract, nor a ſingle Word to una I have ſub- 
ſcribed to the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, 
ve ſeparate Times; and that from Principle; not 
do I believe thoſe Forms of ſound Words, becauſe 
I have ſubſeribed to them; but I therefore ſubs 
ſcribed them, becauſe I believed them. I ſet out 
with the Goſpel, from the very firſt; and, having 
obtained Help from God, I continue to this Day wit- 
neſſing both to ſmall and great, ſaying no other Things 
than Moſes and the Prophets *, Ixsus and his 
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Apoſtles, have ſaid before me. And, in an abſo- 
jute Dependence on the Divine Power and Faith- 
fulneſs, I truſt that I ſhall, to the End, be ena» 
bled to count neither Health, Wealth, Repu. 
tation, nor Life itſelf, dear to me, fo I may finiſh 
my Courſes with Joy, and fulfill the Miniflry which 
I have receiv'd of the Loxp Isos, to l "ny 
Goſpel of the Grace of Gop *. | 


* Careleſs (myſelf a dying Man) 
C Of dying Men's Eſteem; _ 
« Happy if thou, O Gop, approve, 
* Though all beſide condemn.” 


* 
* 


If the moſt aecompliſh'd and reſpectable Perſon 
of all Heathen Antiquity, could declare, that he 
« would rather obtain the fingle Approbation of 
&« Cato, than have a Triumph voted to him by 
te the Senate,” much more will a Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter prefer the Approbation of GOD, to all 
the evanid Eclats of an applauding Univerſe. 

I ſhall arm myſelf; this Afternoon, with a two- | 
fold Weapon : with the Bible, in one Hand ; and 
our Church Articles, in the other. I fhall appeal 
at once, for all I have to ſay, to the Authority of 
God's unerring Oracles ; and to their faithful Epi- 
tome, the Decifions of the Church of England. 
They who, perhaps, fet light by the Scriptures, 
may yet pay ſome decent Deference to the Church: 
And they, who, it may be, pay little Attention 
to Church-Determinatius,” wilt render implicit 
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Credit to the Scriptures, So that, between the 
Bible and the Thirty-nine Articles, I hope I ſhall 
be able to carry my Point, and, as far as my Sub- 
ject leads me, enter a ſucceſsful Caveat againſt 
whatever Things are contrary to ſound Doctrine. 
In attempting this, I ſhall fix my Foot upon 
ARMINIANISM; which, in its-ſeveral Branches, 
is the Gangrene of the Proteftant Churches, and 
the predominant Evil of the Day, 

What think you, 

I. Of Conditional Election? We have, indeed, 
ſome, who deny there is any ſuch Thing as 
Election at all. They tart at the very Word, as 
if it were a Spectre, juſt come from the Shades, 
and never ſeen before. I ſhall waſte no Time on 
theſe Men, They are out of the Pale, to which 
my, allotted Plan confines me at preſent. They 
cannot be Church of England Men, who pro- 
ſcribe a Term that occurs ſo frequently in her 
Offices and Standards of Faith; nor can they 
even. be Chriſtians at large, who caſhier, with 
affected Horror, a Word, which, under one Form 
or other, is to be met with between forty and 
fifty Times, at leaſt, in the New Teſtament only. 

My Bufineſs, naw, is with thoſe who endeavour to 
ſave Appearances, by admitting the Word, while, 
in Reality, they anathematize the Thing. Theſe pro- 
feſs to hold an Eleftion.: But then it is a conditional 
one, and founded, as they ſuppoſe, on ſome good | 
Quality or _ Qualities, fore/een, in the Objects of it. 
Thus, bottoming the Purpoſes of Gop on the pre- 


moor Will of apoſtate Men; and making That, 
which | 
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which is temporal, the Cauſe of That. which was. 
Eternal, © The Deity,” ſay Perſons of this Caft, 
e foreknowing how you. and I would behave, and 
&« foreſeeing our Improvements and our Faithful- ; 
& neſs, and what a proper Uſe we ſhould make 
«© of our Free-will ; ordajn'd us, and all ſuch 
4% good Sort of People, to everlaſting Life.” 

Nothing can be more contrary to ſound Doctrine, 
and even to ſound Reaſon, than this. It proceeds 
on a Suppoſition, that Man is beforehand with 
Gov, in the Bufineſs of Salvation; and that the 
Reſolutions of Gop's Will are abſolutely dependent. 
on the Will of his Creatures: That he has, in 
ſhort, created a Set of ſovereign Beings, from 
whom he receives Law ; and that his own Purpoſe. 
and Conduct are ſhap'd and regulated according, 
to the prior Self- determinations of independent 
Man. What is this, but Atheiſm in a Maſk ? For, 
where is the Difference, between the Denial of a 
Firſt Cauſe, and the Aſſignation of a Falſe. one? 

Quite oppoſite is the Deciſion of Inſpiration, 
Romans xi. 6. where the Apoſtle terms Gop's 
Choice of his People, an Election of Grace, or a. 
gratuitous Election: And obſerves that, F it le 
of Grace, then is it no more of Works; otherwiſe 
Grace were no more Grace: But, if it be of Works, 
then is it no more Grace; otherwiſe, Work were no 


more Work. Conditional Grace is a moſt palpable. 


Contradiction in Terms. Grace is no longer Grace, 

than while it is abſolute and free. V3 You might, 

with far greater bring tire fu Poles together, 
far gr * 8 dhe * 
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than effect a Coalition between Grace and Works 
in the Affair of Election. As far, and as high, as 
the Heavens are above the Earth, are the im- 
minent Acts of Gop ſuperior to a Dependence on 
any Thing wrought by ſinful, periſhable Man. 

Conſult our ſeventeenth Article, and you'll clear- 
ly ſee, whether conditional Election be the Doc- 
trine of the Church of England. © Predeftination 
& to Life is the EVERLASTING Purpoſe of Gon, 
cc whereby BEFORE THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE 
c WorRLD WERE LAID, He hath © conflanily E 
& CREED, by his Counſel ſecret io us, to deliver from 
ce Curſe and Damnation thoſe whom he hath caosen 
cc in Chriſt our or Mankind, and to bring them 
« by CnrisT, to everlaſling Salvation, as VESsELA 
cc MADE To Hoxok.” Is there a Word about 
Conditionality, here? On the contrary, is not Elec» 
tion, or Predeſtination unto Life, peremptorily 
declared to be Gop's own ©* everlaſting Purpoſe, 
ce Decree, Counſel, and Choice? The Elect are ſaid 
to be brought to Salvation, not as Perſons of fore- 
ſeen Virtue and Pliableneſs ; but, ſimply and 
merely; “ as Veſſels made to Honor.” Add to this, 
that the Article goes on to ſtyle Election a Benefit, 
or Gift ; © Wherefore they that be endued with ſa 
ce excellent a BENEFIr“— But how could Pre- 
deſtination or Bleſſedneſs be ſo term'd, if it were 
ſuſpended on the Forefight of ſomething to be 
wrought by the Perſon predeſtinated 2 For, a Con- 
dition, in Matters of ſpiritual Concern, is analogous, 


to a Price, in _— of ä 4 4 
purchas' 
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purchayd Gift is vn as good Senſe, as conditional 
Grace. 

Our venerable Reformers were too well ac- 
quainted with he Scriptures, and with the Pozer of 
God, to err on a Subject of ſuch unutterable 
Moment, Whence, in the Article now cited 
they took Care to lay Gop's abſolute, and ſovereign 
Eleftion as the Baſis of Santtification ; ſo far were they 
from repreſenting Sanctification as the Ground- 
work of Election. Our modern Inverters of Chriſ- 
tianity, the Arminians, by ,endeavoring to found 


Election upon human Qualifications, reſemble an 
Inſane Architect, who, in attempting to raiſe an Edi- 


fice, ſhould make Tiles and Laths the Foundation, 


and reſerve his Bricks and Stones for the Roof. Quot 


ſunt Hominum Virtutes, totidem ſunt Dei Dona, ſaid the 


learned and excellent Da Moulin: and, if Sancti- 


fication be Gop's Gift, Men's Goodneſs could not 
poſſibly be a Motive to their Election: unleſs we 
can digeſt this enormous Abſurdity, viz. that 
Gop's Gifts may be conditional and meritorious 


one of another. Do you imagine, that Goo could 


foreſee any Holineſs in. Men, which Himſelf did 
not decree to give them ? You cannot ſuppoſe it, 


without believing, at the ſame Time, that Gop is 


not the Author of all Good ; and that there are, 
or may be, ſome good and perfect Gifts, which do 
NOT deſcend from the Father of Lights ; and that 
the Apoſtle was widely miſtaken, when he laid 
down this Axiom, that it is God, who of his own 


good Pleaſure, wor kel in us bolp 10 WILL and io DO. 
. c According | 
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Abe ung to our Church, Gop's Election leads 
the Van; Sanfification forms the Centre: and 
Glory brings up the Rear : * © herefore, they 
«& that be indued with ſo excellent a Benefit of God, 
© be CALLED, according 10 God's PurPost, by 
& þis Spirit working in due Seaſon : they, through 


&- Grace, obey the Calling: they be JosTiFiED 
* FREELY: they be made the Sons of God by 


4 ApoeTIon.” Hitherto, good Works are not ſo 


much as mentioned. Why ſo? Becauſe our Re- 


formers were Antinomians, and exploded - or de- 
ſpis'd moral Performances? By no means. Thoſe 


holy Perſons were, themſelves, living Confuta- 
tions of ſo vile a Sugggeſtion. The Tenor of their 


Lives was as blameleſs as their Doctrine. But 


they had learned to diſtinguiſh Ideas, and were 
too judicious, both as Logicians and Divines, to 


_ repreſent Efefts as prior to the Cauſes that produce 


then. They were not aſhamed to berake-them-« 
ſelves to the Scriptures for Information, and to 
deliver out the Living Water of ſound Doctrine, 


pure and unmingled, as they had drawn it from 


the Fountains of Truth. Hence, Election, Cat 
ling, Fuſtification, and Adoption, are ſet forth, not 
as cauſed by, but as the real and leading Cauſes of, | 
that moral Change, which, ſooner or later takes 
Place in the Children-gf Gop. For thus the Article 
goes on; © They be made like the Image of his only 
ce begotten Son Ixsus Cunisr: they walk religiouſly | 


6 in 600D Works : and, _—_ by God's 8 


„they attain to everlghing N * 4 
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This, then, is the order: 1. Election; 2. Efectun 
Calling; 3. Apprehenſive Fuſtiſcation; 4. Mani- 
feſtative Adoption; 5. Sanctiſicatiun; 6. Religious 
Walking in good Works; 7. Continuance in theſe to 
the End: which laſt Bleſſing muſt, of Neceſſity, be 
included, becauſe the Article adds, that theſe elect, 
regenerate Perſons attain, at length, to everlaſting 
Felicity; which they could not do, without ;final 
Perſeverance, any more than you or I, upon our 
Departure from this Church, could arrive at our 
reſpective Homes, if we finally apt ſhort of them 
by the Way.— Such, therefore, being the Chain 
and Proceſs of Salvation; how impious, and how 
fruitleſs, muſt any attempt be, either to 7ranſpoſe, 
or to put aſunder, what God has, ſo wiſely, and 
inſeparably, joined together! | 

Unleſs we take abſolute ELzcTtion into the 
Account, we muſt either ſuppoſe, that Gop ſaves 
no Man whatever; or that thoſe, He ſaves, are 
ſaved. at random, and without Deſign. But his 
Gooaneſs forbids the firſt; and his Wiſdom excludes 
the latter. Abſolute Election, therefore, muſt be 
taken into the Account; or you, at once, ipfo 
fafto, ſtrike off either Goodneſs, or Wiſdom, from 
the Liſt of Divine Perfections. That Scheme of 
Doctrine muſt, neceſſarily, be untrue, which re- 
preſents the Deity as obſerving no. regular Order, 
no determinate Plan, in an Affair of ſuch Con- 
ſequence, as the everlaſting Salvation of his People. 
I cannot acquit of Blaſphemy, that Syſtem, which 
likens the Deity to a Ee Oftrich, which, having 
depoſited 
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depoſited her Eggs, leaves them in the Sand, to 
be hatch'd or cruſh'd, juſt as Chance happens. 
Surely, HE, who numbers the very Hairs of his 
People's Heads, does not confign their. Souls, and 
their eternal! Intereſts, to precarious Hazard! the 
Bleflings of Grace and Glory are too valuable and 
important, to be ſhuffled and dealt out by the Hand 
of Chance. —Befides, if one Thing comes to paſs, 
either without, or contrary to, the Will of Gop; 
another Thing, nay, all Things, may come to paſs 
in the ſame Manner: and then, good bye to Pro- 
wvidence entirely. 

When Lyſander the Spartan, paid a Viſit to 
King Cyrus (at Corinth, if I miſtake not); he was 
particularly ſtruck with the Elegance and Order, 
the Variety and Magnificence, of Cyrus's Gardens, 
Cyrus, no lefs charm'd with the Taſte and Judg- 
ment of his Gueſt, told him, with viſible Emo» 
tions of Pleaſure : © Theſe lovely Walks, with 
« all their Beauty of Diſpoſition and Vaſtneſs of 
« Extent, were planm'd by Myſelf; and almoſt 
& every Tree, Shrub and Flower, which you be- 
& hold, was planted by my own Hand.” —Now, 
when we take a View of the Church, which is, at 
once, the Houſe and Garden of the Living Gop ; 
that Church, which the FarnER loved—for 
which the Sox became a Man of Sorrows—and 
which the HoLy Sy1rir deſcends from Heaven, 
in all his Plenitude of converting Power, to cul- 
tivate and build anew; when we ſurvey this 
living Paradiſe and this myſtic Edifice, of which 

; | ES ſuch 
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fach plorious Things are ſpoken*, and on which 
ſuch glorious Privileges are conferred ; Muſt we 
not acknowledge ?—Tay ſovereign Hand, O un- 
created Love, drew the. Plan of this ſpiritual Eden! 
Tay Hand, Almighty. Power, ſet every living 
Tree, every true Believer, in the Courts of the 
Lord's - Houſe. Thy converted People are all 
Righteous; they ſhall inherit the Land for ever, 
even the Branches of thy planting, the Work of thy 
Hands, that Thou may'ſt be glorified . 

Admitting Election to be thus a complete, 
eternal, immanent Act in the Divine Mind, and, 
conſequently, irreſpective of any Thing in the 
Perſons choſen ; then (may ſome ſay) “ Farewell 
* ta Goſpel Obedience; all good Works are de- 
« ſtroyed.“ If, by deſtroying good Works, you 
mean, that the Doctrine of Unconditional Elec- 
tion deſtroys the Merit of good Works, and repre- 
ſents Man as incapable of earning, or dtſerving the 
Favour and Kingdom of Gon; I acknowledge the 
Force of the Objection. Predeſtination does, moſh 
certainly, deſtroy the Merit. of our Warks and 
Obedience, but not the Performance of them: 
ſince Holincſs is, itſelf, one End of Election 4. 
and the Elect are as much choſen to intermediate 
Sanflification, on their Way; as they are to that ul- 
timate Glory, which crowns their Journey art) & 


* Pſalm Ixxxv, 3. + Hal. Is. 21. EY 2 i. 4 | 
$ ©* Becauſe we deny Salvation by our own Deeds,” ſays 
one of our Good old Divines, the Papiſts charge us with 
* being Encmics to good Works. But am I an Enemy to a 
« Nobleman, 


1 43 J 

and there is no coming at the One, but through 
the Other. So that neither the Value, nor the Ne. 
ce/ſFry, nor the Practice of good Works is ſuperſe. 
&-d bv this glorious Truth: aur Acts of Evange- 
"cx! Obedience are no more than marſhalled, and 
coniigned to their due Place: reſtrained from uſur- 
ping that Praiſe, which is due to the alone GRACE 
of Gop; and from arrogating that Office, which 
only the Sox of Gop was qualified to diſcharge. 

That Election, as taught by the Scriptures (and 
from thence by our Reformers), not only carries a 
favourable Aſpect on Univerſal Piety and Holineſs, 
but even enſures the Practice of both; is evident, 
among many other Paſſages, from that of the 
Apoſtle, 2 Theſſalonians ii. 13: We are bound to 
give Thanks, always, to Gop for you Brethren, 
beloved of the Lokp, becanſe Gop hath, from the 
beginning, 1, e. from everlaſting, choſen you to Salva- 
tion through [not for, but through) SANCTIFICA- 
ION of the Spirit and BELIEF of the Truth, How 
very oppoſite were St. Paul's Views of the Tenden- 
ey of this Doctrinie, from thoſe of the Pelagian and 
Arminian Objectors to it! They are perpetually cry- 
ing out, that it “ ruins Morality, and opens a 


6 Nee becauſe 1 will not attribute to him he Honort 
* which are due only to the Xing ? If I ſay to a common 
© Soldier in an Army, You cannot lead that Army againſt the 
% Enemy; will he therefore ſay, Then I may be gone; there is u 
% need of me? or, if I ſee a Man at his Day. labour, and ſay to 
:* him, You avill never be able to purchaſe an Eflate of 10,000). 

« fer Annum, by working in that Manner ; will he therefore 
„ give over his Work, and fay he is diſcouraged ; „ Mr, 
Lens s Comm, on Remnant, p. 177, 
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« ready Door to Licentiouſneſs.” He, on the con- 
trary, repreſents the believing Conſideration of it 
as a grand Incentive to the Exerciſe of our Graces, 
and to the Obſervance of Moral Duty, Let us, 
ſays he, zwho are of the Day, who are enlighten'd 
into the Knowledge of this bleſſed Privilege, and 
can read our Names in the Book of Life; Let us, 
who are, thus, of the Day be $OBER ; putting on 
the Breaft-plate of Faire and Love, and, for an 
Helmet, the Hoes of Salvation: FOR, Gop hath 
uot appointed us to Wrath, but to obtain Salvation 
by our Lox Jxsus CnrisT. 1 Theſſalonians, v. 8, 
9. Now, if Election ſecures the Performance of 
good Works, and, upon its own Plan, renders 
them indiſpenſably neceffary ; I ſhould be glad ta 
know, how good Works can ſuffer by the Doctrine 
of Election? You may as well ſay, that the Sun, 
which now ſhines into this Church, is the Parent 
of Froſt and Darkneſs, No; 'tis: the Source of 
Eight and Warmth, And you and I want nothing 
more, than a Senſe of Gop's peculiar, diſerimina- 
ting Favour, ſhed abroad in our Hearts by the Holy 
Ghoſt given to us , to render us more and more 
fruitful in every * Word and Work. As an 
excellent Perſon + obſerves, © That Man's Love 
© to Gon will be without end, who knows that 
“ Gop's Love to him was without Beginning.“ 

II. What think you of that faſhionable Tenet, 
ſo contrary to ſound Dofirine, concerning the ſup- 
pos d Dil: and Reftitude of Human er in 
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its fallen State? A Doctrine, as totally irreconci« 
lable to Reaſon and Fact, as if an expiring Leper 
ſhould value himſelf on the Health and Beauty 
of his Perſon; or a ruin'd Bankrupt ſhould boaſt 
his Immenſity of Wealth. 
As ſoon as we are born, we go aflray. Nay, Þll 


venture, on Scripture-authority, to carry the 


Point higher ſtill. All Mankind are Guilty and 
deprav'd BEFORE they are born, Behold, I was 
BHAPEN in Hickedneſs, and in Sin did my Mother 
CONCEIVE me%, A 'Thunder-bolt to human Pride, 
and a Dagger in every Heart of natural Excel- 
lence ! Thus ſpeaks the Bible ; and thus Experience 
ſpeaks. Our own Church, likewiſe, delivers Her 
Judgment in perfect Conformity to both, 


ARTICLE q. Of ORIGINAL, or BrrTH-Sin. 


& Original Sin flandeth not in the following” [or 
Imitation | * of Adam, as the PELacians + d 
| &« wainly 

* Pſalm li. * 

+ In this Article, expreſs Mention is made of the Pelagiansz 
but nothing is, by Name, ſaid of the Arminians. The Reaſon 


3s plain. At the Time, when our Articles paſs'd the twa 
Houſes of Convocation, in the Year 1562 ; Arminius, who wat 


then only zwo Years of Age (for be was born A. D. 1560), 


had not began to ſow his Tares : he was no more than a N 
matic in Embryo. Arminianiſm is a Muſhroom of later Date, 
than the Re-eitabliſhment of the Church. of England, by Eli- 
zabeth, It was not *till the latter End of her Reign, that Ar- 
minianiſm had any great Footing even in Holland; the Seat 
of its Nativity. I ſay, in Holland: For, there this grand Cor- 
ruption of the Reformation began; and from thence it found 
Its Way to England. Twas a Dutch Wind, that blew Armini- 
amſm over to this Iſland, many Years after our Articles were 


re · ſetiled as we now have them. Therefore it is, that only Pe- 


togianiſt is mention d. However, tho' Arminianiſm is younger, 


1981 

« oainly talk; but it is the Fault” [by Inputa- 
tion], and, Cox RU TON“ | by internal, here- 
ditary Derivation] of the NArUuRR of EVER 
« Man who naturally is engender d of the Off- 
« ſpring of Adam: Whereby Man is very far gone 
« from original Righteonſneſs, and is, OF His OWN 
« NATURE, inclin'd to Evil; ſo that the Fleſh 
« Juſteth ALw ANS contrary io the Spirit. And theres 
& fore, in EVERY PERSON born into this World, 
I T namely, Original, or Birth-Sin] © deſerveth 
« God's WRATH and DAMNATION.” 

Now, what becomes of thoſe plaufible, ſophiſ- 
tical Similies, which compare the natural Mind of 
Man to a Sheet of white Paper? Or, to a, pliant 
Ozier, which you may bend, with Eaſe, this Way, 
or that? Or, to @ Balance in equilibrio, which 
you may incline to cither Side, according as you 
throw more or leſs Weight into the Scale ? Or, to 
a Wax Tablet, on which you may ſtamp what Im- 
preſſions you pleaſe ? Alas! the Impreſſion is al- 


by about 1200 Years, than Pelagianiſm; its Nature and Ten- 
dency are much the fame in Fact. The ſeeming Difference 
lies iu little more than this: Pelagius ſpoke out; Van Harmin 
(commonly call'd Arminius), with more Art, but leſs Honeſty, 
qualify'd and diſguis'd the Poiſon, that it might not be quite fo 
alarming, Somewhat like what a good Man remark'd, long 
ago, concerning the Leaven, or falſe Doctrines, of the Phariſees : 
* CarisT,” ſays he, compares the Errors of the Phariſees 
« to Leaven.. Why ſo? becauſe of its ſecret Mixture with the 
** wholeſome Bread. You don't make your Bread all of Leaven ; 
for then, nobody would eat it: But you mingle it ſhilfully, 
and, by that Means, both go down together. Thus, our 
« Logp intimates, that the Phariſees i d their Errors with 
*« ſome Truths; and therefore he directs them to beware, 
„ leſt, with the Truths, they ſwallow the Errors alſo.” Gux- 
YAhL's Chri//ian Armor; Vol. I. p. 104. Ofavo Edition. 

. P . 8 . ; ready 


Minds of his People, but muſt obliterate the Law 


? aich Tenet; and no leſs contrary to Reaſon 


T 3 7 
ready made. The Thoughts and Purpoſes of 
Man's Heart, previous to Regeneration, are (ſpi- 
ritually conſidered) onLY evil, and that CON- 
TINUALLY*#, When converting Grace lays hold 
of us, there is not only an Heart of Fleſh, to be 
given, but an Heart of Stone, to be taken away . 
Gop muſt not only write his own Law on the 


of Sin and Death, which has a prior Fogting ia 
every Man that naturally is engender d of The O 
ſpring of Adam. So much, for the Spiritual and 


Moral Rectitude of Man, * unregenerate— 


What think you, 
III. Of Conditional Redemption? Another mo- 


and ſound Doctrine, than the preceding. We 
are gravely told by ſome, that“ CHRIST did in- 
« deed die; but he did not die abſolutely, nor pur- 
cc chaſe Forgiveneſs and Eternal Life for us cer- 
& 74inly : His Death only puts us into a /alvable 
ce State; making Gop placable, and Pardon poſſi- 
& ble.” The whole Efficacy of his Sufferings, | 
according to theſe Perſons, depends on our be- 
ing towardly and complying : Which if we are, 
we then come in for a Share in the ſubſidiary 
and ſupplementary Merits of CurisT ; having 
firſt qualify'd ourſelves, for his Aid, by a Per- 
formance of certain Conditions requir'd on our 
Part, and entitled ourſelves to the Favour and 
Notice of Gop.—According to this Scheme 
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(which. is only the Religion of Nature .ſpoil'd—' 
ſpoil'd by an injudicious Mixture of nominal Chriſ- 
tianity), the: adorable Mediator, inſtead -of hay- 
ing actually obtain'd Eternal Redemption * for his 
People, and ſecur'd the Bleſſings of Grace and Glory 
to thoſe for whom he died: is repreſented as be- 
queathing to them only a few ſpiritual Lottery- 
Tickets, which may come up, Blanks or Prizes, 
juſt as the Wheel of Chance and human Caprice 
happens to turn. Our own- Righteouſneſs and 
Endeavours muſt, firſt, make the Scale of Eternal 
Life preponderate in our Favour; and Then, the 
Merits of Carr are thrown in, to make up 
good Weight, The Meſhah's Obedience and Sut- 
ferings ſtand, it ſeems, for mere Cyphers ; till our 
own Free-will is ſo kind as to prefix the Initial 
Figure, and render them of Value.—l tremble at 
the ſhocking Conſeqences of a Syſtem, which (as 
one well. obſerves) conſiders the whole Mediation 
of Cunisr as no more than “ a Pedeſtal, on which 
* human Worth may ſtand, exalted :” nay, (to 
uſe the Language af another) which “ finks the 
« Son. of God bor ſhall. I ſpeak it ?—into a 
* ſpiritual Huckſter, who, having purchaſed cer- 
«© tain Bleſſings of his Father, ſells them out af- 
„ terwards to Men upon Terms and Conditions.” 
But, my Brethren, I hope better Things concern- 
ing Jou; even the Things that. accompany Salvation. 


* Hcör. ix. 12. 
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We have not, I truſt, ſo learned Cuntsr : or, 
rather, ſo mis-learned Him, and the Work he 
came from Heaven to accompliſh, Gop forbid, 
that e ſhould be found in the Number of thoſe, 
who adopt a Principle ſo highly derogatory from 
the Glory of Divine Grace, and ſo deeply diſho- 
norable to the Great Savior of Sinners. To the 
Law, and to the Tefiimony. How ſpeaks St. Paul! 
He avers, that Jesvs, By the one Offering of Him- 
elf, hath PERFECTED rox EVER the Salvation of 
them that are ſan#t;fied*. And our Lord expreſs- 
ly declared, in the moſt ſolemn Prayer that ever 
aſcended from Earth to Heaven, I have FinIsHED 
the Work which Thou gaveſt me to do +: Who, 
then, art thou, O Man, that dareſt to tack an 
imaginary Supplement of thy own, ,to the finiſh- 
ed Work of Cunisr? Such a Conduct, were to 
charge Incarnate Truth with uttering a Falfe- 
hood; and would be equivalent to ſaying, © No! 
«© Thou diſt not fniſþ the Work of Redemp- | 
„ tion which was given thee to do: Thou didft, 
« indeed, a Part of it; but I myſelf muſt add 
« ſomething to it, or the Whole of thy Perform- 
& ance will ſtand for nothing.“ 

He appeared once in the End of the World, or at 
the Cloſe of the Jeroiſb Diſpenſation, — to do 
what ? to render Sin barely pardonable, on the 
Sinner's Fulfillment of previous Terms? No: but 


* Heb, x. 14. + John xvii. 4. 
actually 
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actually to pur away Sin by the Sacrifice of hints 
feif *. The Apoſtle's Expreſſion is, that Caurisr 
appeared, Eig abernow apaphas, unto the utter Aboli- 
tion of Sin: fo that, by Virtue of his perfect Obla- 
tion, Sin ſhould neither be charged upon, nor 
eventually mention'd to, Thoſe, for whom He was 
offered up. The Tniquity of Iſrael ſhall be ſought 
for, and there ſhall be none; and the Sins of Judah, 
and they ſhall not be found: for I will pardon them 
whom I reſerve . In a Word: either the Death 
of CHRIST was not a real and perfect Satisfaction 
for Sin : or, if it was, then upon every Principle 
of Reaſon and Juſtice, all That Sin muſt be ac- 
tually forgiven and done away, which his Death 
was a true and plenary Satisfaction for—On the 
Suppofition that his Redemption was not abſo- 
lute ; it vaniſhes into no Redemption at all. Go 
over, therefote, fairly and ſquarely, to the Tents 
of Socinus ; or believe that CarisT is the Lamb of 
God, who, in Deed and in Truth, beareth and 
taketh away the Sins of the World}. 

How ſpeaks the Church of England, concern- 
ing this important Matter? I refer you to her 

31ſt ARTICLE, “ Of the one Oblation of Cris, 
FINISHED upon the Croſs. 

« The offering f Cnatsr, once made, is that 
* PERFECT Redemption, Propitiation and Satigfac- 
lion, for ALL the Sins of the whole World, both 


Hab. ix. 26. + Jer. l 20. ; Fobn i. 29. 
| E a Original 
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4e Original and Actual: and there is xo” orH 
« Sacrifice for Sin but THAT ALONE.” A 

Don't let that Expreſſion, © The whole World, 
ſtumble you. You remember. what our Te Deum 
ſays * Then thou hadſt overcome the Sharpneſs"of 
&« Death, thou didfi open the Kingdom of Heaven to 
&« ALL BELIEVERS.” So in the above Article; 
The Oblation of CuRIsT once made for all the Sins 
of THE* wHoLE WoRLD, i. e. the whole World 
of Believer; : for God's Ele& are a World - within 
a World. The whole World is a Scripture-Term 
and the compilers of our Articles did well in a- 
dopting it. But do you imagine that every Indivi- 
dual of Mankind is meant ? ſurely, no; for, were 
Redemption hus univerſal, Salvation would and 
muſt be of equal Extent : otherwiſe, either Gop 
the Father would be unjuſt, or the Blood-ſhedding 
of Cuxlsr could not be (what our Articles ' affirm 
it to have been) a perfect Satisfaction for AlL Sin. 
Let unlimited Redemption be once proved; and 1 
will take upon my ſelf to prove nnn. Salon: 
lion. | o * 

There are many ee Paſtages, where the 
Phrafes World, and whole World, are and mult be 
underſtood in a reſtricted Senſe. So, where St. 
Pan! thus addreſſes the Roman Converts : Tour 
Faith'is ſpoken of, or celebrated, throughout” the © whole 
, #/orld, i. e. throughout the whole believing World, of 
Chriſtian Church : for none but Believers would 
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applaud and celebrate the Romans for their Faith 
in Chriſt, Rom. i. 8.-—H are of God, ſays the 
Apoſtle Fohn,. and the whole World lyeth in the 
wicked One, Fohn v. 19. Where, if the whole 
World denote: every Individual of Mankind, it 
would follow, that both the : Apoſtle himfelf, 
and the Chriſtians to whom he wrote, were, at 
that very Time, in tbe Wicked' One; and conſe- 
quently, that he was guilty of a Self contradic- 
tion, in ſaying, zue are of God. In the Book of 
Revelations, Satan is ſtyled the Deceiver of «the 
whole World, Chap. xii. 9. and the Whole World 
are ſaid to wonder after the Beaſt, Chap. xiii. 3. 
meaning, @ conſiderable Part of the World. 

Nay, even in the daily Converſation, it is cuſto- 
mary with us to make uſe of the Word World, in 
a limited Signification. So, when we ſpeak of 
the Learned World, the Buß World, the Gay 
World, the Polite World, the Religious World; 
we don't mean that every Man in the World is 
learned, buſy, gay, polite, or religious: we only 
mean, Thoſe in the World, who are fo. | 

Vo cloſe this Head. Upon the Suppoſition of a 


random Redemption, and a precarious Salvation; St. 


Pals Inference, Who ſhall condemn? it is 
„ Cnr1sr that died;” might be eafily anſwered 


an overthrown : fince, if the Arminian Hypo- 


theſis be true, Millions of thoſe, for whom CHRIST 


a will be condemned; and, what -heightens the 


Abſurdity, 


with as many of the Beams and Pillars as he 


- » 
Abſurdity, condemned on Account of thoſe very 
Sins for which Cuz1sT did die. A Suppoſition, 
exploded by the Apoſtle, as impoſſible, —Surely, 
CarrsT knew for what, and for whom, he paid 
the Ranſom-price of his infinitely precious Blood 
nor would the Father purchaſe to himſelf a 
Church of Ele& Perſons, for his own peculiar 
Reſidence; and then leave Satan to run away 


pleaſes, Equally contrary to ſound Doctrine, is, 

IV. The Tenet of 7uſtification by Works. 

All human Righteouſneſs is imperfect : And 
to ſuppoſe, that Gop, whoſe Judgment is alæuays 
according to Truth, will, by a paltry Commuta- 
tion, which he every where diſclaims, and which 
the Majeſty of his Law forbids ; be put off with 


not only a defective, but even a polluted Obedt- 
ence, and juſtify Men by Virtue of ſuch a coun» 


terfeit (at moſt, a partial) Conformity to his 
Commandments ; to imagine, that the Law ac- 
comodates itſelf to human Depravation, and, 
Chamæleon like, aſſumes the Complexion of 
the Sinners with whom it has to do; — is Antino- 
mianiſm of the groſſeſt Kind. It repreſents the 
Law as hanging out falſe Colours, and infiſting 
on Perfection, while, in Fact, it is little better, 
than a formal Patent for Licentiouſneſs ; and de- 
grades the adorable Law-giver Himſelf into a 
Conniyer at Sin. 


Add 
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Add to this, That, if Gop can, conſiſtently 
with his acknowledged Attributes, and his avowed _ 
Declarations, ſave ' guilty, - obnoxious Creatures, 
without their bringing ſuch a complete Righteouſ- 
neſs as the Law demands; it will neceſſarily fol- 
low, that Gop, when his Hand is in, may fave 
Sinners without any Righteouſneſs at all, ſince, 
the ſame Flexibility, which (as the Arminians 
ſuppoſe) induces Gop to diſpenſe with Part of 
his Law ; may go a Step farther, and induce him 
to ſet aſide the Whole— Moreover, if our Perſons 
may be juſtified, without a legal fi. e. a perfeti) 
Righteouſneſs ; it will follow, on the ſame Prin- 
ciple, that our Sins may be pardoned, without 
an Atonement ; and then, farewell to the whole 
Scheme of Chriſtianity at once. 

There are Two grand Axioms, which enter into 
the very Foundation of Revealed Religion : 

t. That the Law will accept no Obedience, ſhort 
of perfect, as the Condition of Juſtification : and, 

2. That, ever ſince Adam's firſt Offence, Man 
has, and can have, no ſuch Obedience of his own. 

What, then, muſt a Sinner do to be ſaved? 
He muft believe in, and reſ upon, that Savior, 
who was, by gracious Imputation, made Sin for us, 
that we, by a fimilar Exchange, might be made the 
Righteouſneſs of God IN HIM. If This be the 
Goſpel Scheme of Salvation, the Apoſtle's Aſſer- 
tion will be inconteſtible: 4s many of you as are 
Juflified by the Law, or ſeek Juſtification on the 
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Footing of your own Works, are fallen from Grate a, 
revolted and apoſtatized from that Goſpel. 
Syſtem, which teaches, that Men are juſtified by 
the Grace of Gor, flowing through Cammsr's 
Rightroujneſs alone +, Alas! how hardly are we 
brought to accept Salvation, as a Gift of mere 
Favor! We are for bringing a Price in our Hands, 
and coming with Money in our Sack's Mouth; 
' notwithſtanding the celeſtial Direction is, Buy Wing 
and Milk, WITHOUT Money and WITHOUT 
Price ; i. e. take as abſolute. Poſſeſſion of Pardon, 
Holineſs and eternal Life, as if they were your own 
by Purchaſe ; but remember, that you, neverthe- 
leſs, have them gratis, without, any Deſert, nay, 
contrary to all Deſert, of Yours—We did not 
| bribe God to create us: and how is it poſſible, that 
we ſhould pay him any Thing for ſaving us ? 

Zeuxis, the celebrated Grecian Painter, uſed, 
towards the lattter Part of his Life, to give array 
his Pictures, without deigning to accept of any 
pecuniary Recompence. Being aſked the Reaſon, 
his Anſwer was, © I make Preſents of my Pictures, 
cc becauſe they are 100 valuable to be purchaſed. 
4 They are above all Price. — And does not Gop 
freely give us a Part in the Book of Life, an In- 
tereſt in his SON, and a Title to his Kingdom; 
nay, does he not make us a preſent of HIMSELF 
in Chnlsr; becauſe theſe Bleſſings are, literally, 
above all Price? too great, too high, too glorious, 
to be purchaſed by the Works of Man? Becauſe 


* Gal. v. 4. +* Rom, v. 21. j Lai. lv. 1. 
Z ans ; i | Me 


adds, “ And NOT for ou own Works" or De- 


1 
we cannot merit them, Gop is * 
freely to beſtow them. | | 
'Tis equally fad, and aſtoniſhing, to obſerve the 
Trgredients of that Foundation, on which Self- 
Juſtictaries build their Hopes of Heaven. Firſt, 
there's a Stratum of Free-I/ill; then, of good Dif- 
poſitions ; then of legal Performances : next a Layer 
of what they term, Divine Aids and Aſfances, 
ratified and made effectual by human Compliances'; 
then a little of Chrift's Merits; then Faithfulneſs © 
to Helps received; and, to finiſh the Motley- 
Mixture, a Perſeverance of their own ſpinning. 
At ſo much Pains is' a Phariſee, in going about to 
efabliſh his own Righteouſneſs, rather than embrace 
the Bible-way of Salvation, by mrs. to the 
Righteouſneſs of God the Son. 
Now, what ſays the Church of” England, ol 


cerning the Cauſe and Manneg of our Acceptance 


with the Father? Thus ſue ſpeaks ; and Thus | 
all her real Members believe: 

ARTICLE IX. * Of the Iuſtification of Man. 

e are ACCOUNTED Righteous before Gop, 
«© ONLY for the Merits of our Lord and Saviour 
«© JEsus Chutsr.“ One would imagine, This 
might have been enough to eſtabliſh the Point: 
bur, utterly to preclude Self-Righteouſneſs from 
all Poſſibility of Acceſs, the Church immediately 
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* Rom. x. 3. 


F Here, 
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Here, the old Queſtion naturally recurs, 
«© What, then, becomes of good Works?“ The 


plain Truth is, that, 'till a Man is juſtified by 


Faith, he can do no good Works at all. J 

ARTICLE XIII. Of #/orks done BEFORE 
& Fuſtification. | 

Works done BEFORE the Grace of Carist, 
« and the Inſpiration of His Spirit, are wot 
© PLEASANT fo GoD: and, if ſo, how is it 
poſſible, that he ſhould juſtify us on Account of 
them ?—But war are they not pleaſing to Gop? 
c“ Foraſmuch,” adds the Article, “as they /pring 
& not from Faith in IEæsuvs CHRIST.“ 

« Well but,” may ſome ſay, “ admitting that 
* Works done before Juſtification don't properly 
recommend us to Gop, they may, at leaſt, qualify 
© us for Believing; and thereby, be remotely, a 


Condition, ſine gud non, of , Juſtification.” The 
Church will not allow even of this. For, treating, 


in the above Article, of Works prior to Juſtifica- 
tion, She adds: neither do they make Mm MEET 
& 7g receive Grace.” This clinches the Nail; and 


cuts up Self-Righteouſneſs, Root and Branch.— 


But does the Church ſtop here? no: to put the 
whole Matter as far beyond Doubt, as Words can 
place it, She cloſes her Deciſion thus; “ Zea, rather, 


. & for that they are not done as Gop hath willed and 


« commanded them to be done, we doubt not but tht) 
ec have the Nature of SIN.” Now, it Works, 
wrought previous to Juſtification, are Sin; tis ab- 
: | ſolutely 


af = 


ſolutely impoſſible that we ſhould be juſtified by 
Works : unleſs Sin can be ſuppoſed to recommend 
us to Gop's Favour. Which, to imagine, were 
Antinomianiſm outright. What think you, 

V. Of the Doctrine of Uneffeftlual Grace? A 
Doctrine, which repreſents OmniraTENCE itſelf 
as 2wi/hing and trying, and firiving, to xo Purpoſe, 
According to this Tenet, Gop in endeavouring 
(for, it ſeems, 'tis only an Endeavour} to convert 
Sinners, may, by Sinners, be foiled, defeated, and 
diſappointed :>He may lay cloſe and long Siege 
to a Soul, and that Soul can, from the Citadel of 
impregnable Free-Will, hang out a Flag of De- 
fiance to Gap himſelf, and, by a continued Ob- 
ſtinacy of Defence, and a few vigorous Sallies of 
Free- Agency, compel him to raiſe the Siege. 
Ina Word; the Haly Spirit, after having, for 
Years, perhaps, danc'd Attendance on the Will 
of Man, may, at laſt, like a diſcomfited General, 
or an unſucceſsful Petitioner, be either put to” 
ignominious Flight, or contemptuouſly diſmiſſed, 
Re infectd, without accompliſhing the End, for 
which he was ſent, 

Can, then, The Lokp aud Giver of Life ; can 
he, who, like the adorable Sox, is Gop of Gop 
and Gop with Gop ; ſhall the Bleſſed Spirit of 
Grace,' who is, in Glory, equal, and, in Moajeſiy, 
co- eternal, with the Other 'Twa Perſons of the 
Godhead, and has all Power both in Heaven and 
in Earth ;—-ſhall he, who hath the Key of David; 
who openeth, and no man ſhutteth ; aud ſhutteth, aud 
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no man openeth * ; ſhall uE knock at the Door of 
the human Heart, and leave it at the Option of 
Free-will to inſult him, from the Window, and 
bid him go from whence he came? Surely, Men's 
Eyes mult be blinded indeed, before they can lay 
down ſuch a ſhocking Suppoſition for a religious 
Aphoriſm ; and even go fo far as to declare, that, 
unleſs Gop is vanquiſtable by Man, There can 


ce be no ſuch Thing as Virtue or Vice, Reward 


© or Puniſhment, Praiſe or Blame!“ 

The main Root of the Error conſiſts, greatly, 
in not diſtinguiſhing, between the Goſpel of Grace 
and the Grace of the Goſpel. The Goſpel of Grace 
may be rejected ; but the Grace of the Goſpel can- 
not. Gop's written Meſſage in the Scriptures, and 
his verbal Meſſage by his Miniſters, may, or may 
not, be liſten'd to rr All the 
Day long have I Aretchell forth my Hand to a dif 


' obedient and gainſaying People T. But when Gop 


himſelf comes, and takes the Heart into his own 
Hand; when Hz ſpeaks, from Heaven, to the 
Soul, and makes the Goſpel of Grace a Channel to 
convey the Grace of the Goſpel ; the Buſineſs is 
effectually done. If Gor makes a Change, who can 
turn him away & ®—WWhatſoever he doth, it ſhall be 
for ever; nothing can be put to it, nor any Thing 
taken from it : and God doth it, that Men ſhould fear 


* Rev. iii. 59. + Rom, x. 21. ; See the Marginal 
Tranſlation of 705 xi. 10. $ Eccl. iii. 14. 
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before him *, and acknowledge, that the Excellency. 
of Converting Pezoer is of HIM, and not of Us f. 
A modern Schiſmatic, now living, thought he 
both ſhewed his Wit, and gravel'd his Oppo- 
nents, in ſaying, that, according to the Doctrine 
of our Church, “ The Souls of Men can no more 
« yanquiſh the Saving Grace of Gop, than their 
« Bodies can reſiſt a Stroke of Lightening.” TI 
would aſk the Objector, whether he ever knew of 
any Lightening, like That which flaſh'd from the 
Mediator's Eye, when he turned and looked upon 
Peter? And ſomething ſimilar is experienced by 
every converted Perſon, The Loxp turns and 
looks upon a Sinner ; who then relents, and cries 
out, with his whole Heart, O Lorp, my Gop, 
other Lords, befides Thee, have had Dominion over 
me: but now, by Thee, through the Energy of thy 
renewing Influence, will I make Mention of Thy 
Name only. * - hom have I in Heaven, but Thee 2 
and ihere is none upon Earth that 1 defire, in Compa- 
riſon of Thee . When Gop ſays to the Heart, 
Seek thou my Face; the Reply is, and cannot but 
be, Thy Face, LoRD, twill I ſeek. F For, Gop, 
who, in the Beginning of the Creation, commanded 
the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, hath, by an Ex- 
ertion of Power, equally invincible, and as cer- 
tainly effectual, ſined into our Hearts, to give us 


* 2 Cor. iv. 7. / Ja. xxvi. 13» f Pſalm Ixxiii. 25, 
$ P/alm xxyii, 8. | 
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the Light of the Knowledge of Gov, as it is mani. 
feſted in the Perſon and Grace of Jeſus Chriſt. a 
Wherefore, then, do Men ſay, We are Lords, and 
we Will come no more unto Thee, + except we our- 
ſelves chuſe it ? Alas, alas ! did the Matter reſt 
with us, we ſhould never chuſe to come to Gon 
at all. If he did not firſt change our Wills, we 
ſhould never even will that great Change, that 
internal Regeneration, without which, no Mah 
can ſee the Kingdom of Heaven. 4 God, I am 
bold to declare, would not have been Lord of 

any Hearts, now under this Roof, had he not, 
by the conſtraining Power of his own Love, ef- 
fectually gained them over, and invincibly at- 

tach'd them to his Bleſſed Self. The Glorious 
and Independent Creator made us, at firſt, with- 
out our Leave ; and yet, according to the 
modern Syſtem, he muſt aſk and wait for our 

Leave, before he can make us anew ! 

Do you defire to know the Judgment of the 
„ Church, upon this Point? You have it, in her 17th 
Ws Article; where, ſpeaking of Gop's 'Ele& People, 
She aſſerts, that “ They are CALLED, according ia 
« his Purfoſe, by his Setr1T working in due Seaſon :" 


7 and immediately adds, that “ They, thro' Grate, 

5 © OBEY the Calling,” Gop's converting Call there- 

KY fore, is ſuch as produces Obedience to it: i. e. it is 

8 triumphantly efficacious ; and rendered ſucceſsful, 
5 

be! * 2 Cor. vi. 6. F Ferem. ii. 31. 1 Fahn iii. LO 
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not by the Will and Towardlineſs of the Perſon 
Called, but by the Power and Grace of Him that Cal. 
let h. Nay, fo far is the Efficacy of Divine Influence 
from being ſuſpended on any internal or external 
Ability of the Creature, that in our roth ArTICLE, 
concerning Free-zvill, the Church expreſſes herſelf 
thus: © The Condition of Man, fince the Fall of 
« Adam, is ſuch, that he CANNOT turn, nor, even 
« prepare himſelf, by his own natural Strength and 
« good Works, to Faith and Calling upon God.” 

VI. What think you of Antinomianiſm 2? 

By Antinomianiſm, I mean, That Doctrine, which 
teaches, © That Believers are releaſed from all 
«© Obligation to obſerve the Moral Law, as a Rule 
cc of External Obedience: That, in Conſequence 
« of CurisT's having wrought out a juſtifying 
« Righteouſneſs for us, we have nothing to do, 
ce but to fit down, eat, drink and be merry: That 
« the Meſſiah's Merits ſuperſede the neceſſity of 
« perſonal, inherent Sanctification; and That all 
« our Holineſs is in Him, not in ourſelves: That 
ce the Aboundings of Divine Grace give Sanction 
« to the Commiſſion of Sin; and, in a Word, 
That the whole preceptive Law of Gop is not 
« eſtabliſhed, but repealed and ſet aſide, from the 
„ Time we believe in CukIsT.“ This is as con- 
trary to ſound Dofirine, as it is to ſound Morals ; 
and a Man need only af up to theſe Principles, to 


be a Devil Incarnate. It is impoſſible, that either 
W | the 
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the Son of Gop, who came down from Heaven, 
to perform, and to make known, His Father's 
Will; or that the SPIRIT of Gop, ſpeaking in 
the Scriptures and acting upon the Heart ; ſhould 
adminiſter the Jeaſt Encouragement to Negli- 
gence and Unholineſs of Life. Therefore, That 
Opinion, which ſuppoſes perſonal Sanctification 
to be unneceſſary to final Glorification, ſtands, 


in direct Oppoſition to every Dictate of 1 


and to every Declaration of Scripture. 

Indced, the very Nature of Election, of Faith, 
and of all Covenant-Grace whatever, Tenders 
Holineſs abſolutely indiſpenſable : foraſmuch as, 
without a ſpiritual and moral Reſemblance of 
Gov, there can be no real Felicity on Earth, nor 
any future Enjoyment, of Heaven,—Suppole, we 
appeal to Experience ? I ſpeak now to You, who 
know in whom ye have believed; to You, who have 
received the Atonement, and who have been ſeufibly 
reconciled unto GoD by the Death of his Son. It, at 
any Time, ye have been off your Guard, and ſuf- 
fered to lapſe into Sin; How have ye felt your- 
ſelves afterwards? ye have gone with broken 
Hearts and with broken Bones*, Ye have found it 
to be indeed an evil and a bitter Thing, to depart, 
though ever ſo little, from 7he Lord. Ye know, 
by diſmal Experience, that The Way of Tranſpreſ- 


fors is hard; and that Sin, like Exzekiel's Roll, is 
6 | 

* Pſalm, it, 
written, 
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written within and without, With Lamentation and 
Mourning and Woe, The Gall of Bitterneſs is in- 
ſeparable from the Bond of Iniquity. Upon the 
Principle, therefore, of mere Self-Intereft (to go 
no higher), a true Believer cannot help PETR 
to Holineſs and good Works. 

Heaven muſt be brought down into the Human 
Soul, &er the Human Soul can be fitted for 
Heaven. There muſt, as the School-men ſpeak, 
be © a Congruity and Similitude between the Fa- 
« culty and the Object,“ i. e. there muſt be an 
invard Meetneſs for the Viſion and Glory of Gop, 
wrought in you by His Holy Spirit, in order to 
render you ſuſceptible of thoſe exalted Pleaſures, 
and that Fulneſs of Joy, which are in his Preſence, 
and at His Right Hand, for ever. Was thy Soul, 
O unconverted Sinner, to be, this Moment, ſe- 
parated from thy Body, and even admitted into 
Heaven (ſuppoſing it was poſfible for an Unrege- 
nerate Spirit to enter there); Heaven would not 
be Heaven to Thee. You cannot reliſh the Bleſ- 
ſedneſs of the Nero Feruſalem, unleſs Gor, in the 
mean while, make you Partaker of a new Nature. 
The FarnEx choſe His People to Salvation; The 
Sow purchaſed for them the Salvation, to which 
they were choſen ; and the Bleſſed Sent fits 2nd 
qualifies them for that Salvation, by his Renew- 
ing Influences: for, as a Dead Man cannot in- 
herit an Eſtate, no more can a Dead Soul (and 
every Soul is ſpiritually dead, till quicken'd and 


born again of the Holy Ghoſt) inherit the Kipg- 
G dom 


CPI 
dom of Gop. Yet, Sanctification and Holineſg 
of Life do not conſtitute any Part of our Title to 
the Heavenly Inheritance ; any more than mere 
animal Life entitles a Man of Fortune to the 
Eftate he enjoys: He could not, indeed, enjoy 
his Eſtate, if he did not live; but his Claim to 
his Eſtate ariſes from ſome other Quarter. In 
like manner, 'tis not our Holineſs, that entitles 
us to Heaven; though no Man can enter Heaven, 


without Holineſs. Gop's gratuitous Donation, 


and CurisT's meritorious Righteouſneſs, conſti- 
tute our Right to future Glory : while the Holy 
Ghoſt, by inſpiring us with ſpiritual Life (of which 
ſpiritual Life, good Works are the Evidences and 
the Alings) puts us into a real Capability of and 
Fitneſs for That Inheritance of endleſs Happi- 
neſs, which, otherwiſe, we could never, in the 
very Nature of Things, either poſſeſs, or enjoy. 

e Let it be obſerved,” ſays one of the moſt 
learned and judicious Writers of this Age,“ that 
c CHRIST's Active Obedience to the Law for Us, 
© in our Room and Stead, does not exempt us 
c from Perſonal Obedience to it; any more than 
« His Sufferings and Death exempt us from cor- 
&« poral Death, or from Suffering for His Sake, 
cc ”Tis true, indeed, we don't ſuffer and die in 
© the Senſe He did; to ſatisfy Juſtice, and atone 
“ for Sin: ſo neither do we yield Obedience to 
ce the Law, in order to obtain Eternal Life by it. 
e By Cnatsr's Obedience for us, we are exempted 


from Obedience to the Law, in this Senſe : but 
«© not 
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« not from Obedience to it, as a Rule of Walk 
« and Converſation, by which to glorify Gap, and 
« expreſs our Thankfulneſs to Him for His abun- 
« dant Mercies.”— Travellers inform us, that, in 
Turkey the Partiſans, of the ſeyeral Denominations 
there, are diſtinguiſhed by the Color of their Shoes: 
ſo that, if you meet any Perſon in the Streets, you 
need only look at his Feet, to know of what Re- 
ligion he is. And may not the Truth of Grace 
be diſcerned, to, at leaſt, an high Degree of Pro- 
bability, by the Life and Converſation of thoſe 
who make a Religious Profeſſion ? The Man, who 
ſays that he knows Gov, and in Works denies 
Him; who calls ChRrsr, Lord, Lord, but does 
not the Things that He enjoins ; whoſe Voice, in- 
deed, is Jacob's Voice, but his Hand are the 
Hands of * Eſau; reſembles our Savior's Per- 
ſecutors and Murderers, of old, who bowed their 
Knees, and cried, Hail, King of the Fetus! while 
they ſpit in His Face, and ſmote Him with the 
Palms of their Hands. The Hypocrite's Profeſſion 
is dark and opaque ; but that of a real Saint is 

A very capital Painter, in Lonpoxn, lately exhibited a 
Piece, repreſenting a Fryar, habited in his Canonicals. View 
the Painting at a Diſtance, and you would think the Fryar to. 
be in a praying Attitude : his Hands are claſp'd together, and 
held horizontally to his Breaſt ; his Eyes meekly demiſſed, 
like Thoſe of the Publican in the Goſpel z and the good Man 
appears to be quite abſorb'd in humble. 7 and devout 


Recollection— But take a nearer Survey, and the Deception, 
vaniſhes : the Book, which ſeemed to lye. before him, is diſ- 


covered to be a Puncb-boæul, into which, the Wretch is, all 


the While, in Reality, only ſqueezing a Lemon, — Ho 
lively a Repreſentation of an Hypoerite! — 
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pellucid and tranſparent. The Rays of Grace, in 
a genuine Believer, pervade his whole Behavior, 
and are tranſmitted through all the Parts of his 
Practical Walk. Though every Moral Man is 
not therefore a Chriſtian, yet every Chriſtian is 
neceſſarily, a Moral Man. 

When Flaminins, the Roman General, did, at 
the Nymiun Games, announce FREEDOM to 
Greece, in the Name of the Senate and People of 
Rome; the tranſported Greeks receiv'd the glorious 
News with ſuch Acclamations of Gratitude, and 
Thunder of Applauſe, that ſome Ravens, which , 
were flying over the Stadium, dropt down to the 
Earth, ſtunn'd and ſenſeleſs : The very Games and 
Exerciſes were neglected, and nothing, but burſt- 
ing Eclats of admiring Joy, engroſſed the Day.— 
So, when the Holy Spirit of Conſolation announces 
Goſpel-Liberty, and Eternal Redemption, to the 
Souls of the Awaken'd; the Love of Sin, and the 
Ravens of deteſted Luſts, fall before His ſacred 
Influence. Both the Toils and the Pleaſures of 
the World are regarded as infignificant, when ſet 
in Competition with the One Thing needful. Holy 
Wonder, Love, and Joy, quite engage the Powers 
of the Believer's Mind, during the Spring-tide Con- 
ſolations of his firſt manifeſtative Eſpouſals; and a 
ſure Foundation is, from that Moment, laid, for 
the Performance of all thoſe good Works, which 
are the Fruits of Salvation by Grace. While Faith 
is in Exerciſe, and a Senſe of Divine Favor is 
warm upon the Heart; a Child of God is as much 

ſteel d 
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teel'd to the Allurements of Sin, as Ofavius 
was cool to the meretricious Charms of Cleopatru. 

Thus, conſcientious Obedience, though nei- 
ther the Cauſe nor Condition of our Juſtification 
in the Sight of Gop, nor of our Admittance into 
His Glory; is, nevertheleſs, an eſſential Branch 
both of Privilege and Duty, as well as a neceſſary 
Indication of our Acceptance in the Beloved. 
This is the Point of View, in which our Church 
conſiders Good Works : viz. not as preceding 
Conditions of Salvation, but as ſubſequent Teſ- 
timonies and Marks of Salvation already obtained. 


ARTICLE XII. Of Good Works, 


& Albeit that Good Works,. which are the FRuirs 
& of Faith, and FOLLOW AFTER Fuflification, con- 
&« not put away our Sins, and endure the Severity 
& of God's Judgment; yet are they pleaſing and ac- 
ce ceptable to GoD in CHRIST, and do SPRING OUT, 
&* neceſſarily, of a true and lively Faith: inſomucb 
&« that, by them, a lively Faith may be as EVIDENT- 
© LY KNOWN, 4s 4 Tree diſcerned by its Fruit.” 


VII. What think you, concerning the Tenet of 
Sinleſs Perfection? which ſuppoſes, that the very 
Inbeing of Sin may, on Earth, be totally exter- 
minated from the Hearts of the Regenerate ; and 
that Believers may, Here, be pure as the Angels 
that never fell, yea, (I tremble at the Blaſphemy)— 
Holy as Cnrisr Himſelf. To hold this Hereſy, 
is the very Quinteſſence of Deluſion ; but to imagine 
ourſelves really in the State it deſcribes, were the 


very 


* 
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vety Apex of Madneſs. Vet, many ſuch there 
are: ſome ſuch, I myſelf have known. | 
Indwelling Sin and unholy Tempers do, moſt 
certainly, receive their Death's-Yound, in Rege- 
neration : but they do not quite expire, *till the 
Renewed Soul 1s taken up, from Earth to Hea- 
ven. In the mean Time, theſe hated Remains of 
Depravity will, too often, like Priſoners in a 
Dungeon, crawl toward the Window (tho' in 
Chains), and ſhew themſelves through the Grate, 
Nay, I don't know, whether the Strivings of in- 
herent Corruption for Maſtery, be not, fre- 
quently, more violent in a regenerate Perſon, 
than even in One who is dead in Treſpaſles : as 
wild Beaſts are, ſometimes, the more rampant 
and furious for being wounded. A Perſon of the, 
ampleſt Fortune cannot help the harboring of 
Snakes, Toads, and other venomous Reptiles, on 
his Lands; but they i breed, and neſtle, and 
crawl about his Eſtate, whether He will or no, 
All he can do, is, To purſue and kill them, when- 
ever they make their Appearance : yet, let him 
be ever ſo vigilant and diligent, there will always 
be a Succeſſion of thoſe Creatures, to exerciſe his 
Patience and engage his Induſtry. So is it with 
the true Believer, in reſpect of indwelling Sin. 
Would you fee a perſect Saint? you muft needs 
go out of the World, then; you muſt go to Heaven, 
for the Sight: foraſmuch as ThERE only are The 


Sirits of juſt Men made perfeft*, This Earth, on 


% Hebr « Xl 23. 
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which we live, never bore but Three Sinleſs Per- 
ſons : our firſt Parents, in the ſhort State of In- 
nocence; and JESsVs CHRIST, in the Days of Hit 
Abode below. Of the whole Human Race be- 
fide, it always was, and ever will be true, that 
here is not a juſt Man upon Earth, who doeth good 
and finneth not, The moſt forward and tower- 
ing Profeſſors are not always the firmeſt and moſt 
ſolid Chriſtians. Naturaliſts tell us, that the 
Oak is a full Century, in growing to a State of 
Maturity : yet, though, perhaps, the ſloweſt; it 
is one of the nobleſt, the ſtrongeſt, and moſt 
uſeful Trees in the World. How preferable to 
the flimſy, watery, ſhooting :llow ! 

Our Church enters an expreſs Caveat againſt 
the peſtilent Doctrine of Perfection, in her 15th 
Article, entitled, Of CHRIST ALONE without Sin: 
where ſhe thus delivers her Judgment; 

c CHRIST, in the Truth of our Nature, vas 
« made like unio us in all Things, Sin only except, 
ce from which He was clearly void, both in His 
« Fleſh and His Spirit. He came to be a Lamb 
e without Spot, who, by Sacrifice of himſelf once 
* made, ſhould take away the Sins of the World; 
&« and Sin, as St. John ſaith, was not in Him. 
« But ALL Ws, the Reft (although Baptiz'd and 
“ Born again in CukIis r) yet offend in many Things: 
* and, if we ſay We have no Sin, we deceive our- 
& ſelves, and the Truth is not i; Us.” : 

So, tis declared, about the Middle of the gih 
AgTICLE, that the © Infeftion of Nature doth 

© REMAIN; 
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& REMAIN; Yea, in Them that be Repenerated.” —. 
Let me juſt mention, 

VIII. One more Particular, contrary io ſound 
Doctrine: I mean, the Aſſertion of ſome, who 
would fain perſuade us, that it is impoſſible for 
us to receive Knowledge of Salvation by the Remiſſion 
of Sin. Such a Denial is very oppoſite to the Uſual 
Tenor of God's Proceeding with His People in all 
Ages, The Beſt Believers, and the Strongeſt, 
may, indeed, have their Occaſional Fainting-Fits 
of Doubt and Diffidence, as to their own particular 
Intereſt in CHRIST: nor ſhould J have any great 
Opinion of that Man's Faith, who was to tell me 
That he never had any Doubts at all. But till, 
there are golden Seaſons, when the Soul is on 
the Mount of Communion with Gop : when the 
Spirit of His Sow ſhines into our Hearts, and gives 


3 us Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confidence by the Faith 

| 5 of Him *; and when Sunt fine Nube Dies, may be 

He the Chriſtian's exulting Motto. Moreover, a Per- 
7 ſon, who is at all converſant with the Spiritual Life, 
0 knows as certainly, whether he indeed enjoys the 
2 . Light of Gop's Countenance +, or whether he zoalks 
"Ig in Darkneſs 4; as a Traveller knows, whether he 
. travels in Sun-ſhine, or in Rain. And, as a Great 
74% and Good & Man obſerves, © It is no Preſumption 
. ce to read what was Gop's gracious Purpoſe toward 
5 * Eph. iii, 12. + Pſalm lxxxix. 15. 1 Jai. I. 10. 
* $ GUuRNALL ; vol. le p. 127. 1 


ce us 
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« us of old, when He, as it were, prints His ſecret 
« Thoughts, and makes them Legible, in our Ef- 
« fectual Calling. In this Caſe, we do not go #p 
« into Heaven, and pry into God's Secrets ; but 
« Heaven comes down to Us, and reveals them.“ 

It may, indeed, be objected, that the Scripture- 
Doctrine of Aſſurance, when realized into an actual 
Poſſeſſion of the Privilege, © may tend to foſter 
« Pride, and promote Careleſineſs.” It cannot 
lead to Pride; for All, who have faſted that the 
Lord is gracious, know by indubitable Experience 
(and one Fact ſpeaks louder than an Hundred Spe- 
culations), that Believers are then loweſt at Gop's 
Footſtool, when they are higheſt on the Mount of 
Aſſurance. Much Indulgence from Earthly Pa- 
rents, may, indeed, de productive of real Injury 
to their Children: but not ſo are the Smiles of 
God ; for the Senſe of His Favor ſanfifies, whilſt 
it comforts, —Nor can the Knowledge of Intereſt 

His Love tend to relax the Sinews of moral 
Diligence, or make us heedleſs how we behave 
ourſelves in His Sight. During thoſe Exalted 
Moments, when Grace is in lively Exerciſe ; when : 
the Diſciple of CHRisr experiences. 

& The Son's Calm Sun-ſhine, and the Heart-felt Foy 
Corrupt Nature (that Man of Sin within), and 
every vile Affection, are ftricken, as it were, with 
a temporary Apoplexy : and the Believer can no 
more, for the Time being, commit wilful Sin, 


than an * of Light would dip his Wings in 
HA Mud. 
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Mud. No: 'tis when we come down from the 
Mount, and mix again with the World, that, like 
Moſes, we are in Danger of breaking the Tables of 
the Law. © But is it not Enthyfiaſm, to talk of 
&« holding Intercourſe with Gop, and of knowing 
« gurſelves to be Objects of His Special Love?“ 
No more Enthufiaſtical (ſo we keep within Scrip. 
ture-Bounds), than it 1s for a favorite Child to 
converſe with his Parents, and to know that they 
have a particular Affection for him. Neither, in 
the ſtricteſt Reaſon and Nature of Things, is it 
at all abſurd, to believe and expect, That Gop 
can, and does, and will, communicate His Favor 
to His People, and manifeſt Himſelf to Them, as 
He does not io the World “ at large. 

Yet, though Gop is thus graciouſly indulgent 
to many of His People (I believe, to all of them, 
at ſome Time or other, between their Converfion - 
and Death); till, if they treſpaſs againſt Him, He 
will not let their Offences paſs unnotic'd nor un- 
corrected. Though Grace itſelf is inamiſſible, the 
Comfort of it may be finn'd away. Salvation is ſure 
to All the Redeem'd ; but the Joy of it may be 
Bal li. 12. Great Peace have They that 
we Thy Law ; and they only. Holineſs and Cons 
ſolation, are, wiſely and intimately, connected. In 
Proportion as we are enabled to live near to Gon, 
to walk humbly and cloſely with Him, and to keep 
our moral Garments clean ; we may hope for Free- 
dom of Intercourſe with Him, and to aſſure our 


Joha xiv, 21, 22, 


Hearts 
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Hearts before him & like the happy Believers of 
old, concerning whom it is ſaid, that they walked 
at once in the FEAR of the Loxp, and in the 
COMFORT of the Holy Ghoſt +, 

Let not, however, what has been obſerved, con- 
cerning the Bleſſing of Aſſurance, ſtumble or Diſ- 
courage the Feeble of Gop's Flock, on whom, 
for Reaſons wiſe and good, it may not, hitherto, 
have been His Pleaſure to beſtow this un/peabable 
Gift, The Scripture, plainly, and repeatedly, diſ- 
tinguiſhes between Faith; The Aſſurance of Faith 
and the FuLL Afurance of Faith: and the Firft 
may exiſt, where the other Tido are Not. I know 
ſome who have, for Years together, been diſtreſſed 
with Doubts and Fears, without a fingle Ray of 
ſpiritual Comfort all the while. And yet, I can 
no more doubt of their being true Believers, than 
I can queſtion my own Exiſtence as a Man, I am 
ſure, they are poſſeſſed, not only of Faith in its 
loweſt Degree, but of That which Cuxisr Him- 
ſelf pronounces GREAT Faith : for they can, at 
leaſt, ſay, Lornd, I am not worthy, that Thou 
ſhouldſt come under my Roof; but ſpeab the Word 
only, and thy Servant ſhall be Healed. Faith is the 
Eye of the Soul; and the Eye is ſaid to ſee almoſt 
every Object but itſelf : ſo that, you may have real 
Faith, without being able to diſcern it. Nor will 
Gop deſpiſe the Day of fmall Things. Little Faith 
goes to Heaven, no leſs than great Faith: though 
not ſo comfortably, yet altogether as ſurely, If 


* John ili, 19. + 44 ir. 31, 1 Math. wi. B, 20. 
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you come, merely as a Sinner, to Ixsus; and 
throw yourſelf, at all Events, for Salvation, on. 
His alone Blood and Righteouſneſs, and the Grace 
and Promiſe of Gop in Him; thou art as truly a 

Believer, as the moſt Triumphant Saint that ever 

lived. And, amidſt all your Weakneſs, Diſtreſſes 

and Temptations, remember, that Gop will not 

caſt out nor caſt off the meaneſt and unworthieſt 

Soul that ſeeks Salvation only in the Name of 
Tesus Car1sT the Righteous. When you cannot 

follow the Rock, the Rock ſhall follow Jon: nor 

ever leave you, for ſo much as a fingle Moment, 
on this Side the Heavenly Canaan. If you feel 

your abſolute Want of CHRIST, you may, on all. 

Occafions, and in every Exigence, betake yourſelf 

to the Covenant Love and Faithfulneſs of Gon, 

for Pardon, Sanctification and Safety; with the 

{ame Fullneſs of Right and Title, as a Traveller 

leans upon his own Staff, or a weary Laborer 

throws himſelf on his own Bed, or as an opulent 

Nobleman draws upon his own Banker for what- 

ever Sum he wants. —I ſhall only detain you far: 
ther, while I warn you; 


Bt IX. Againſt another Limb of Arminianiſm, 
v totally contrary. to ſound Doctrine: I mean that 
"58 _ Tenet, which aſſerts The Poſſibility of falling finally 
YEA from a State of REAL Grace. Gop does not give, 


; and then zake away. He does, indeed, frequently 
. reſume what He only dent; ſuch as Health, Riches, 
"a Friends, and other temporal Comforts : but what 
7 2 9 He gives, He gives for ever, In a way of GRACE, 
a | be 
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the Gifts and Calling of God are without Repemance s: 
He will never repent of beſtowing them; and every 
Attribute, He has, forbids Him to revoke them. 


The Bleſſings of his Favor are That Good Part, 


which ſhall not be taken from thoſe that have it 4. 

A Parent, of moderate Circumſtances, may give 
his Children ſomething to ſet up with in the Wortd, 
and addreſs them to this Effect; “ I have now done 
« for you all that is in my Power to do, and gone 
de as far as my Circumſtances * will allow: you 
«© muſt, from henceforward, ſtand on your own 
“Feet, and be good Huſbands of the old Stock. 
% The Preſervation and Improvement of what I 
% have given you, muſt be left to Chance and 
* yourſelves.” In this very View does Arminianiſm * 
repreſent the Great Father Almighty. But how 
does Scripture repreſent Him? as ſaying, I will 
NEVER leave thee, or forſake thee f: Even 10 
your old Age, I am He; and even to hoary Hairs 


will I carry yon; I have made, and I will bear, even 


T will carry and will deliver you \— My Sheep hear 
my Voice, and I know them, and they follow me ; and 
I give unto them eternal Life, and they ſhall never 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck them out of my Hand ||. 

"Ro 


* Rom. xi. 29. + Luke x. 42. f Hebr. xiii. . & Lai. 
xlvi. 4. || John x. 28. True, ſaid an Arminian Schiſmatic, 
grown grey in the Service of Error, and who ſtill goes a aud 
down, Cats his Tares, /ceking ubom he may devour, and com- 
paſſing Sea and Land to make Proſelytes : True; Cnxis T's Sheep 
«© can” tbe pluct'd forcibly out of his Hand, by others: but = 
&« themſelves may ſlip through his Hands, and ſo fall into Hell, 
© and be eternally loſt.” They may SLIP, may they? as if 
the Mediator, in preſerving His People, held only a _- 


11 
In a Word: If any of Gop's People can be finally 
loſt ; it muſt be occaſioned, eitdder by their Des 
. parting from Gor, or by God's Departure from 
Them. But they are certainly and effeCtually ſe. 
cured againſt theſe Two, and theſe only poſſible, 
Sources of Apoſtacy. For, thus runs the Cove- 
nant of Grace; I will make an everlaſting Cove» 
nant Twith them, that I WILL NOT TURN AWAY 
FRomM THEM, to do them good; and I will put 
my Fear in their Hearts, that THEY SHALL NOT 
DEPART FROM ME, Jer. xxxii. 40. Now, if 
Gop will neither leave them, nor ſuffer them to 
leave Him: their final Perſeverance in Grace to 
Glory muſt be certain and infallible. | F 
Having greatly exceeded the Limits I defigned, 

T thall forbear to adduce the Atteſtations of the 
Church of England to the Doctrines of Aſſurante 

and Perſeverance :, eſpecially, ſeeing I have done 

this, fomewhat largely, elſewhere #.—I muſt not, 

however, conclude, without obſerving, That Ir- 


£els by the Tail! Is not this a ſhameleſs Way of /ipping thi 
a plain Text of Scripture? But I would fain aſk the /lippery 
Sophiſter, how we are to underſtand that Part of the lait-cited 

Paſſage, which expreſsly declares, concerning Chriſt's People 
that they ball never periſh ? fince, periſh they neceſſarily muſt, 
and certainly would, if eventually ſeparated trom Chriſt; whe- 
ther they were to be pluc#'d out of his Hands, or whether 
they were only to /i through them. I conclude, then, That 
the Promiſe made to the Saints, that they ſhall never 
periſh, ſecures them, equally, againſt the Poſſibility of being 
either 4wre/ied from Chriſt's Hand, or of their own falling 
from it: fince, could One or Other be the Cafe, periſh they 
muſt, and Chriſt's Promiſe would fall to the Ground. 

In a Pamphlet, entitled, The Church of England vindi- 
cated from the Charge of Armiuaniſin: where, concerning the 
Doctrine of Aſſurance, ſee Page 125, 126; add, concerning 
the Doctrine of Perſeverance, ſee Page 127—1 30. 


reverſible 


g * 4 
* — 
[ 63 1 * 
0 


5 


reverſible Juſtifcation, on G88's Part, and fubjec- 
tive Aſſurance of Indefectibility, on outs ; do hy no 
Means inveſt an Offending Chriſtian with Im- 
munity. from Sufferings and Chaſtiſement. Thus, 
Naritan ſaid to David, The LogD hath put 
away thy Sin; thou ſhalt. not dye: yet was he ſe- 
verely ſcourg d tho not diſinherited, for his 
Trangreſſions. The Tenor of Gop's immutable 
Covenant with the Meſſiah, and with His People 
in Him, is This: His Seed will I make 10 endyre 
for ever, and His Throne as the Days of Heaven. If 
His Children forſake my Law, and walk not in my 
Judgments; if they break my Statutes, and keep not 
my Commandments ; then will J vifit their Trangreſ 
fron with the Rod, and their Iniquity with Stripes: 
nevertheleſs, my Loving Kindneſs will J not utterly 
take from Him, nor fuffer my Paithfulneſs to fail. 
My Covenant will I not break, nor alter the Thing 
that is gone out of my Lips. I have ſworn, once 
for all, by my Holineſs, that I will not Iye unto Ix- 


sus the Anti-typical David, by ſuffering any of 


his Redeemed People to periſh *®, Hence, as it 
is preſently added, they ſhall be eſtabliſted for 
ever, as the Moon; and as the faithful Witneſs in 
Heaven : nay, they ſhall ſtand forth, and ſhine, 
when the Sun is turned into Darkneſs, and the 
Moon into Blood ; when the Stars ſhall drop 
from their Orbits, and the Powers of Heaven 
ſhall be ſhaken. As an excellent Perſon ſome- 
where obſerves, © Our own Unbelief may, occa- 
* tionally, tear the Copies of the Covenant, given 


* P/aln lxzxxix, 29—35. 8 


titude by a practical Glorification of Go, is 


' ſhine as Lightening, and flaſh Conviction in the 


Loving Mercy, and for thy Truth's Sake. Amen. 


4461 
& us by Cax1sr ; but Unbelief cannot come at 
« the Covenant Itſelf, Chaisr keeps the ori- 
« ginal Deed in Heaven with Himſelf, whete 
ce jt can never be loſt,” 

Upon the Whole : Are theſe Things ſo ? bes, 

1. How great and how deplorable, is the ge- 
neral Departure from the Seripture-Doctrines of 
the Church of England, and the firſt Principles 
of the Reformation! 

2. How bleſſed are the Eyes, that ſee ; how 
happy are the Hearts, that feel; the Propriety and 
the Energy of theſe ineſtimable Truths! And, 

3. How ought ſuch to demonſtrate their Gra- 


their Bodies, and in their Spirits which are His! 
Reſemble Thunder, in your Boldneſs for Gop, 
and your Zeal for Truth: but let your Lives 


Faces of thoſe, who falſely accuſe your good C- 
verſation in CHRIST, and as falſely charge the 
Doctrines of Gop with a licentious Tendencys 
But let not your Zeal be of the inflammatory Kind 
let it - be tempered with unbounded Moderation, 
Gentleneſs, and Benevolence; and ſhine forth, 
as the Sux, with Healing in its Wings. Remem- 
ber Who it is, that hath made you to differ from 
others; and that a Man can receive nothing, except, 
it be given him from Heaven, John iii. 27. 

Not unto Us, therefore, O Lorp, not unto. Us, 
but tio THY Name alone, be the Praiſe of every 
Girr, and of every GRacs, aſcribed ; for thy 
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POSTSCRIPFEW 


— 


TO THE 


Pariſhioners of St. Matthew, Bethnal Green, 


GENTLEME N, 


EFORE the preceding Sermon could get 
through the Preſs, the Rev. Mr. Haddon 
Smith, who, it feems, ſerves You as Curate, has 
thought proper to publiſh a Diſcourſe, which he 
delivered, in Oppoſition to This, the Sunday after 
I had the Honor of Preaching it before You. 

It would render that Unthinking, but, I would 
hope, well-meaning Gentlemen, much too con- 
ſiderable, were J either to addreſs him by Name; 
or deſcend to canvaſs a Performance, wherein 
Heat and Scurrility endeavour to ſupply the total 
Vacuity of Argument.—For Mr. Smith to enter 
the Liſts, with ſuch exceeding Fierceneſs, againſt 
a Sermon, which he did not hear, and which, 
hitherto, he has had no poſſible Opportunity of 
reading ; diſcovers a Weakneſs and Temerity in 
bim, which fink him as low beneath my Notice, 
as the Eſtabliſhed Doctrines of our Excellent 
Cuvxcn riſe ſuperior to his Impotence of Cen- 
I _ lure, 
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LI 
ſure, — When the Gentleman ſhall appear to 
have at all conſidered the Important Articles of 
Faith, on which he has preſumed to animadvert ; 
when the Sails of his furious Zeal ſhall be counter. 
ballaſted by ſome little Degree of Judgment; 
and when he has learned to expreſs himſelf, if 
not with Chriſtian Decency, yet with common 
grammatical Propriety; Then, and not 'till then, 
ſhall I deem him a proper Object of Attention, 

You, Gentlemen, can teſtify, that I never 
once appeared, in Your Pulpit, but at Your own 
particular Requeſt : a Requeſt, which I could 
not, poſhbly, have any intereſted Motives for 
complying with, as I never accepted of the 
ſmalleſt Gratuity for my Attendance. I«s it for 
This, . that the Enraged Curate has, repeatedly, 
traduced me from the Pulpit, and, Now, 1n- 
ſults me from the Preſs ? 

For my own Part, I am ſo far from entertaining 
any Reſentment zzainſt Mr. Smith (with whom I 
do not remember to have exchanged five Words 
in my Life, and whom I ſhould not even know 


at Sight), or from being deterred by his unme- 


rited Abuſe; that, ſhould I live to ſee Londos 
again, I ſhall always deem myſelf happy to wait 
on You, as uſual, whenever either Your own 
Defire, or the Intereſt of Your public Charity, 
may command. And, as ſo many of You have 
favored me with uncommon Civility and Atten- 
tion, I am encourag'd to offer one Requeſt; a 
Requeſt, not in Bchalf of Myſelf, but of Mr. 

Smith: 
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Sith : viz." that his ill-judged and unbecoming 
Warmth may not ſo far alienate Your Affection 
from his Perſon, as to make You perſiſt in 
withdrawing thoſe uſual Proofs of Your Bene- 
ficence, which formerly, you have favoured him 
with, and which, I am ſorry to be informed 
have, of late, through his Defect of Candor and 
Humility, been contiderably leſſened. 

My Sermon, and His, are now before the 
Public. The Raſhneſs, and ſeeming Malignity, 


with which he appears defirous to plunge into 


the Depths of an unequal Conteſt, might, in the 
Opinion of ſome, juſtify Me in the ampleſt Se- 
verity of Animadverſion. But I ſpare him. I 
cannot prevail with myſelf, to render Evil for 
Evil, or Railing for Railing, On the contrary, 
I with, and Pray that Divine Grace may cauſe 
him to partake of the Mind which was in CHRIST 
JEsus; and that he may, by the ſame Almighty 
Influence, be made to experience, to believe, 
and to preach, the ineſtimable Truths of that 
Goſpel, which JEsus taught. 

Mr. John i efiley (on whoſe Plan of Doctrine, 
Your Curate ſeems, in great Meaſure, to have 
formed his own) is the only Opponent, I ever 
had, whom I chaſtized with a ſtudious Diſregard 
to Ceremony, Nor do I, in the leaſt, repent of 
the Manner, in which I treated him. To have 
refuted the Forgeries and Perverſions of ſuch an 
Aſſailant, tenderly, and with Meekneſs falſely 
ſo called; would have been like ſhooting at an 
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Highwayman with a Pop-gun, or like repelling 
the Sword of an Aſſaſſin with a Straw. I rather 
blame myſelf, on a Review, for handling Mr, 
Weſley too gently; and for not acquainting the 
World with all I know, concerning the Man and 
his Communication. I only gave him the pip, 
when he deſerved a Scorpion. 

But, as to Mr. Smith, he, hitherto, amidſt all his 
Ignorance and Unguardedneſs, merits a milder 
Treatment. Want of Talents, and of Thought, 
appear in every Paragraph of his Sermon: but I 
am willing to believe him not wholly deſtitute of 
Integrity. Though he oppoſes the Doctrines of 
the Church of England, with Virulence; yet, he 
ſeems to do ſo from Principle. Under this Per- 
ſuaſion, I, at preſent, give him Rope. Hereafter, 
ſhould he riſe into any Thing, like a reſpectable 
Antagoniſt ; I may, perhaps, hook him, and pull 
him in.—'Till then, I take my Leave, both of 
the Curate and of his Preachment, with that 
zuſtly admired Line, which is, at once, equally 
pictureſque of his Behavior, and expreſſive of 
my fixed Determination; 


Tu logueris Lapides: Ego Byſſina Verba reponan. 
I am, with much Reſpect and Regard, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Your Obliged and Obedient Servant. 
AUGUSTUS TOPLADY, 


Broap HEemBurry; 4 
Auguſt 31, 1770. 14 MY35 
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1. OR A SolITARIæ, or Eſſays upon the eſſential 

Divinity, and proper Perſonality of the Son and 
HoLy SPIRIT, conſidered in connection with their reſpective 
Offices in human Redemption, and with the Faith and Prac- 
tice of the Chriſtian Life; to which are added brief Accounts 
of the Hereſies which have ariſen upon the Divinity of theſe 
PERSONS; and alſo an Hiſtorical Ess Av uponthe DocTRINE 
of THE TRINITY, both as it appeared before the Chriſtian 
Era, and as it hath been promulgated and corrupted in va- 
rious Parts of the World, in 2 vol. 8vo. the 2d Edit. with 
large Additions. Price in boards, 128. or 148. bound. — 
N. B, The above Work is earneſtly recommended by 
the Rev. Mr, Romaine, | 

2. Fifty-two Sermons on the Baptiſmal Covenant, the 
Creed, the Ten Commandments, and other important Sub- 
jects of Practical Religion, in 2 vol. 8vo. by Samuel Wal- 
ker, of Truro, A. B. Price in boards, 108. or 128. bound. 

The Chriſtian, being a Courſe of practical Sermons, 
by fam Walker, of Truro, A. B. Price 28. 6d. 

4. A Compendious View of natural and revealed Re- 
ligion, in 7 Books, interſperſed with ſerious Addreſſes to 
the Conſciences of the Readers, in 1 vol. large 8vo. by 
John Brown, Price in boards, 5s. 

5. A brief Concordance to the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, by John Brown. Price bound 25s. 6d. 

6. The dying Experience of the Rev. Mr. John 
Brown, late of Haddington, with his dying Addreſſes to 
his Wife and Children, and Advice to his Congregation, 
will be ſpeedily publiſhed. 

7. Beart's V indication of the Eternal Law and Everlaſting 
Goſpel. The 3d Edit. with a Preface and Notes, by C. 
Decoetlogon. Price ſewed, 2s. 6d. or bound, 38. 

8. Prayers and Offices of Devotion for Families and for 
particular Perſons upon moſt Occafions, by Benjamin 
Jenks, the 21ſt Edit. Price bound, 38. 

9. A Companion for the Chriſtian, in his Field and 
Garden. Price bound, 28. ſewed 1s. 6d. 

10. The Chriſtian Remembrancer, or ſhort Reflections 
upon the Faith, Life and Conduct of a real Chriſtian ; the 
2d Edit. on a larger Type. Price 2s. ſewed ; bound 25. 6d. 


The above two by the Author of Hor Solitariæ. 


11. The Pilgrim's Progreſs from this World to that 
which is to come, by John Bunyan, complete in 2 parts, a 
new 
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new Edition, divided into Chapters, to which are added ex- 
planatory Notes. Fogether with the Life of the Author, 
containing many new and curious Particulars, by G. Bur- 
der, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Coventry, adorned with ten 
neat Copper plates. Price bound, 3s. 6d. 147 
12. Deep Things of God; or Mü and Strong Meat: 
containing ſpiritual and experimental Remarks and Me- 
ditations, ſuited to the Caſes of Babes, Young Men, and 
Fathers in Chriſt : particularly to ach as are under Tri- 
als and Temptations, and who feel the Plague of their 
own Hearts. Price in boards, 2s. bound, 28. 6d. 

13. A new Edit. ot the Juſtice of God in the Damnation 
of Sinners, explained, illuſtrated, and proved, in a Sermon, 
upon Rom. iii. 19. by Jonathan Edwards, A. M. late 
Preſident of New Jerſey College, New England, reviſed 
and corrected by C. De Coctiozon. A. M. Price 6d. 

14. A Preſent for Your Neighbour, or the Right Know. 
ledge of Gop, and of OuRsELvEs opened, in a plain, prac- 
tical, and experimental manner, by Sir Richard Hill, Bart. 

The eighth Edition. Price 3d. or one Guinea per Hundred. 

I5. A Short Catechiſm, containing the Fundamental 
Principles of Chriſtianity, originally publiſhed in the Ger- 

man Tongue, for the uſe of the Schools and Churches in 
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a the Palatinate ; afterwards tranſlated into French, for the 
|. Benefit of the Proteſtant Cantons in Switzerland: and now 
1 tranſlated into Engliſh, with a Preface, by Sir Richard Hill, 
| Bart. Price 6d. ſtitched, and gd. bound, or 21. 28. per 
- Hundred ſtitched, | 
Sup 16. A Sketch of the diſtinguiſhing Graces of the Chrif- 
i tian Character, as originating from the Holy Spirit's ſecret, 
KAY yet efficacious Influence upon the Minds of Men : with a 
MY rational Inquiry into the Reality and Nature of Divine Influ- 
Wn” ences, By Philip Gurdon, M. A. Fellow of Magdalen 


College, Oxford. Price 28. 6d. ſewed. 
17. A new Edition enlarged, of a Laſh at Enthuſiaſm : 
ina Dialogue between two Ladies, chiefly relative to a cer- 
EH tain popular Preacher, founded on real Facts. To which 
2 is now firſt added, a Dialogue between four very good old 
Ladies over a comfortable Game at Quadrille. Price 6d. 
18. A ſhort and candid Addreſs to the Religious Society 
called Baptiſts in general, and to thoſe of that Denomina- 
tion at Reading, Berks, in particular. Price 6d. 
19. Self diſclaimed, and Chriſt exalted ; a Sermon 
preached 
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preached at Philadelphia, before-the Synod of New York,” 


by David Boſtwick, A. M. Price 6d. = 1 
20. A fair and rational Vindication of the Rights of In- 

fants io the Ordinance of Baptiſm, by David Boſtwick, 

A. M. A new Edition. Price 4d. "= 

21. A Treatiſe on the Extent of the Death of Chriſt, 
being an Abridgment of Dr, Owen's Death of Death in the 
Death of Chriſt, with a recommmendatory Preface by the 
Rev. Mr, Charles De Coetlogon, A. M. Price 1s. 

22. Some Account of the State of Religion in London, 
in four Letters to a Friend in the Country, in which are 
drawn many ſtriking Characters of real and nominal Chriſ- 
tians, ſhewing the happy Iſſue of the former, and the awfull 
Declenſions and Falls of the latter. Deſigned to ſhew the 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel the Greatneſs of their Privileges, 
and to excite them to a correſpondent Conduct, as the only 
means of ſecuring the Continuance of them. 

23. Murrey's Cloſet Devotions, bound, 28. 6d. 

24. A Treatiſe on Aſſurance, by the late Rev. Thomas 
Brooks. A new Edition. Price 1s. 6d. ſewed, 2s. bound; 
and on fine Paper, 28. ſewed, 2s. 6d. bound. 

25. Boſton's Crook in the Lot, bound, 1s. 

26. Jeſus Triumphant in the Converſion and Death of 
Anna Catharine Merks, executed at Rotterdam in Holland, 
with a brief Account of her Life. Price gd. 

27. A Choice Drop of Honey from the Rock of Chriſt, 
Price 3d. or 11. 1s. per Hundred. 

28. The Way to be Happy in a Miſerable World. 
Price 2d. or 14s. per Hundred, | 

29. The Chriſtian Dignity, or the humbleſt Believer 
the greateſt Man. Price 3d. or 11. 1s. per Hundred. 

30. A Chriſtmas Box for the Heart. Price 2d. or 148. 
per Hundred. | 

31. A Serious Addreſs to the truly religious of all De- 
nominations, upon the Temper and Conduct of Profeſſors, 
in Times of Public Diſturbance. Price 3d. or 11. 18. per 
Hundred. 1 

32. The Converſion and religious Experience of the Rev. 
Jonathan Edwards, of New England. Price 2d. or 148. 
per Hundred. | 

33. CHRIST 1s ALL. With a Preface by Dr. Peckwell. 
Neatly ſewed in marble Paper, 4d. or 11. 7s. per Hundred ; 
and 6d. bound in Sheep, or 21. 2s. per Hundred. 
34+ A Memoir of ſome principal Circumſtances in - 
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bite and Death of the Reverend and learned 9 Top 
lady, B. A. late Vicar of Broad Hembury, Devon: tai 
which is added, written by himſelf, The Dying Believers 
Addreſs to his Soul, and his own laſt Will * Teſtament. | 
The 3d Edition. Price 6d. I 
35. 25 Elegiac Poem in Blank Verſe, on the Death of | 
the Rev. Mr. A. M. Toplady, A. B. By John Fellow 
Author of the Hiſtory of the Bible in Verſe, &c. Price 6d 
36. An Elegy on the Death of the Rev, Mr. A. M 
Toplady, A. B. By T. W. Price 6d. 4 


. The following eighteen Pieces, written by the Rev. dae I 
Toplady, B. A. 4 


- Io THE ſecond Edition, enlarged, of the Church 4 | 
- England vindicated from the 9 of Arminianiſm. 
Price 18. 6d. : 
2. The ſecond Edition, improved, of the Doctrine of 
lots Predeſtination, ſtated and aſſerted. Price 2s. 
3. A Letter to Mr, John Wefley, Price 6d. "i 
4. A third Edition of a Caveat againſt unſound Doe, 
7 a Sermon, Price 18. | 
The ſecond Edition of Jeſus ſeen of Angels: and 
Gol Mindfulneſs of Man: Three Sermons, preached at 
Broad Hembury, Devon, Dec. 25, 1770. Price 1s. Gd. 
6. Free Thoughts on the Apple cation to Parliament for 
the Abolition of Eccleſiaſtical Subſcriptions. Price d. 
7, More Work for John Weſley. Price 18. 6d. 
8. Clerical Subſcriptionno Grievance, a Sermon. Price bd. 
2. Hiſtoric Proof, 2 Vols. 8vo. in Boards. Price 106. 
10. Free-will and Merit fairly examined, or Men nds 
their own Saviours. Price 6d. 
11. Good News from Heaven, or, The Goſpel a Joy 
ful Sound. Price 6d. L 
12. The Scheme of Chriſtian and Philoſophical Necels 
fity. Price in Boards, 3s. 
13. Joy in Heaven, and the Creed of Devils, two Sera | 
mons. Price 18. 
14. Moral and Political Moderation, a Faſt Sermon. 6d. 
15. Collection of Hymns for Public and Private Worte | 
ſhip, 1776. Price bound 3s. 
16. A Fifth Edition of his dyin how Price 1d. 
17. His Poſthumous Works. Price in Boards, 5s. 
18. The Gleanings of the Vintage, &c. Price 18. 


